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Tur Reverend Author of the Tragedy of the martyr- 
dom of St. Ignatius was, in the year 1740 when he wrote 
it, miniſter of Stanton Harcourt in Oxfordſhire; but whe- 
ther he ever intended it for publication is not known. So 
much is certain, that ſome years before his deceaſe he was 
not even poſſeſſed of a copy of it; and out of his peculiar 
modeſty, and perhaps becauſe he knew it was not perfect, 
according to the generally received rules of the drama, and 
for ſome other reaſons, he wiſhed that it had not ſtrayed, in 
manuſcript, into the hands of ſome of his friends, who va- 
lued it highly, not only on account of their eſteem for the 
author, but for its own excellence in point of ſentiment. 


| Thoſe who had the happineſs to be intimately acquainted 
with the author, knew that he was of a very ſtudious turn 


ol mind, and could not be ſatisfied with the ſurface and ap- 


pearance of things, but ſought eagerly after uſeful and ne- 
ceſſary truth, and was unwearied in his reſearches. This 
induced him not only to read with great attention the holy 
ſcriptures, but to ſtudy the fathers of the firſt centuries, be- 
lieving that in them he ſhould find the ſtrongeſt features of 
the chriſtian religion, and the fulleſt proofs of what was 
che doctrine, diſcipline, and temper of the chriſtian church, 
at and immediately after the times of the apoſtles. 


He was at a certain time ſo given up, if we may thus ex- 
preſs it, to the company of the fathers. and fo taken with 
their manners, that he unintentionally became in his way 
of thinking, ſpeaking and acting, as though he had lived 
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i PREFACE 


in the firſt or ſecond century, and in the cloſeſt intimacy 
with Ignatius, en Se. © Ry 


He had in his youth a great fondneſs for dramatic pieces, 
both antient and modern; and though we cannot find that 


he ever frequented the cheatres any where, yet looking upon 


dramatic writings as a pleaſing and impreſſive manner ot 
conveying ideas and actions to others, we ſuppoſe he form- 
ed the plan of giving, if not to the public, yet to ſome of 
his friends, a repreſentation of the ſtate, principles, = 
practice of the chriſtians in the firſt and lecond century, 

a dramatic compoſition. | 


He certainly believed, that a piece, wherein the love of 


Chriſt, ſhed abroad in the heart by the Holy Ghoſt, is ſet 
forth as producing the moſt excellent principles in the hu- 


man ſoul, viz. devotion to God, love to our neighbours, 
humility, forbearance, aptneſs to forgive, yea, to love and 
bleſs even bitter, active, and powerful enemies, would be 
more ſuited and edifying to a chriſtian reader, than ſuch as 
are too much in vogue to the reproach of chriſtianity ; in 
which, luſt, pride, ambition, Gc. are called in to affiſt in 
the production of ſomething like virtue, but which cannot 
be worthy of that name when beoooedtng from ſuch vile 
and poiſoned lources. | | 


Our author in writing this tragedy adhered to hiſtory, 
and has therefore attended Ignatius at Antioch, and from 
thence to Rome, by the ſame road which hetravelled. He 
has given him the ſame company which he then had; and 
has preſented Ignatius, Polycarp, and the Biſhops and Dea- 
cons "ko alterided at Smyrna to our view, in ſuch a clear 
and lively manner, that we are brought into their company, 
wad hear them ſpeak the nen written in the epiſtles 
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of Ignatius and Polycarp, and ſee them att agreeable to the 


: moſt authentic accounts which are handed down to us, of 
what paſſed at that time: and the whole performance is ſo 
adapted to the ſpirit of that period, that there is hardly 


any thing that can be called his but the dreſs. 


What Ignatius ſpeaks to oth — 4 in the fifth act, is 
only a verſion of what he wrote to the chriſtians at Rome. 


The reaſonings of the two philoſophers for and againſt 
the chriſtian ſcheme may be diſſicult for ſome readers to 
underſtand, but beſpeak the genius of the moſt candid and 
upright of that claſs of men in thoſe later times. We wiſh 
that the philoſophers of our day were always willing to dif- 


cuſs the eſſential tenets of chriſtianity with the ſame open- 


neſs, and to receive the force of truth, grounded upon ex- 
perience: then would the ſupercilious ſneer of contempt, 


and the prompt rejection of chriſtianity at the firſt mention- 


ing it, give way to, at leaſt, a mild and tolerant temper. 


We do not preſent this to the public as a perfect drama- 


lic performance; ve are ſenſible it will not bear, in all re- 
Tpetts, to be examined by the ſtrièt rules of criticiſm. The 


author has not attended to unity of time and place; but for 


this he will not be blamed by the admirers of Shakeſpear, 


or by thoſe who have read the fine tragedies of Jephthah and 


of John Baptiſt, by Buchanan. He takes no pains to ren- 


der the plot intricate, and then to unravel and wind it up, 
ſo as to leave the mind filled with amazement at the event; 

but he follows hiſtory, without ſeeking to awaken the paſ- 
ſions, or ſurprize by uncommon incidents; and yet it is 


10 be hoped, that ſome will feel many paſſages and inci- 


dents powerfully and uſefully..... .Had our author himſelf 
publiſhed it, we are perſuaded he would have given it a 
iniſhing which it cannot get now. 
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As this tragedy is therefore not preſented to the public as 


a complete dramatic compoſition, it can afford no employ- 


ment for critics in this point of view. And as to thoſe who 
may be offended with the general ſcope of this perform- 
ance, and the general tendency of the doctrines it en- 
forces by no fictitious examples, but with hiſtorical faith- 
fulneſs, they muſt employ their critical abilities, not on the 


author, but on the fathers, and even on the apoſtles them- 


ſelves; for we cannot help lamenting that the croſs, or the 
power of the incarnation, ſufferings, and death of our Lord 


and Saviour Jeſus Chriſt was, is, and will be, alas! to many 


foohſhneſs ; but to others who are and ſhall be ſaved, the 
power of Godand the wiſdom of God, 1 CoR. 1. 18. 


The reaſon that this piece is now publiſhed is this: ſun- 


dry copies of it have been procured by different perſons, and 
ſome of them are very imperfect. Many, who have read it, 


have urged that it might be printed; and we were not with- 


out apprehenſions that it would ſooner or later be publiſhed 
from ſome imperſect or erroneous copy, or by ſome one who 


might mar by attempts to mend, and we have ſeen ſome 
ſuch copies: therefore we rather chuſe to publiſh our au- 
thor as we found him, with the hope that it will be of ſome 
uſe and a bleſſing to many, by their not only reading, but 
feeling ſomething of the ſpirit of the firft chriſtians. The 


operations and fruits of that Spirit that glorifies Jeſus, muſt 


be the ſame in all periods of time to the end of the world. 


As many readers may be unacquainted with the life of 


Ignatius, we have been deſired to give ſome account of this 
bleſſed martyr; which we will do from the beſt authorities | 


that have come to our hands. 
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SOME ACCOUNT OF 
St. IGNATIUS the MARTYR, 
WHO WAS ALSO das 


T HE OP HO RUS. 


F ROM what parents Ignatius ſprung, is not told us 


nor is it certain where he was born, but this honor has 


been aſcribed to Nora in Sardinia. 


There is a tradition that he was the little child whom 


our bleſſed Lord and Saviour ſet before the diſciples, when 


he told them, that Except they were converted, and became 


as little children, they ſhould not enter into the kingdom heaven, 


But as the proofs handed down to us are not ſufficient to 
authenticate this relation, we cannot deliver it as a fact; 


nor is it material to our purpoſe, as the intention is only 


to give, from the beſt authorities, ſome account of what 
the grace of God made Ignatius t to be as a chriſtian, a bi- 
ſhop, and a martyr. 


This apppears W that he was contemporary and 


1 acquainted with the apoſtles of our Lord, and 
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received inſtructions from thoſe firſt and inſpired meſſen- 
gers of God our Saviour, and that he and r were 
more eſpecially diſciples of St. * 


Having approved himſelf as a chriſtian indeed, and as a 
devoted and anointed ſervant of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, he 
was, upon the deceaſe of Euodius, choſen by the apoſtles 
Biſhop of Antioch, the metropolis of Syria, and was con- 
ſecrated thereunto by chem with impoſition of hands. 


Thus he muſt have continued many (it is ſaid forty)) 
years in this 1 important function; and we are told, by thoſe 
who attended him to his , martyrdom at Rome, and who 
gave an account of his death, that he was a man in all 
things hike unto the apoſtles;” ſo that he muſt have 
been, in all reſpects, a worthy and venerable biſhop, ap- 
proving himſelt in the ſight of all men as a faithful ſteward 
over the houſhold of God; and that he was, as is ſaid of 
him, © like a divine lamp illuminating the hearts of the 


* faithful by his expoſition of the TROY, Scriptures.” 


That he was clothed with 3 appears 9 all his 
epiſtles; for though ſo highly eſteemed as a faithful ſhep- 


herd and biſhop, and on the way to receive that which was, 


in thoſe days, eſteemed the higheſt poſſible honor that a 
human creature and an heir of grace could poſſeſs, the 


crown of martyrdom ; yet, in writing to the Romans, 
Smyrnæans, Sc. concerning the church of Syria, he ſays 


of himſelf, I am even aſhamed to be reckoned as one of 
them: for neither am I worthy, being the leaſt among 
„ them, and as one born out of due felon. But through, 
„ mercy I have obtaned to be ſomebody, if I ſhall get to 


66 God. 55 
That 
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That tlie love of God was ſhed abroad in his heart by 
the Holy Ghoſt, is evident from all he has written. The 
work of redemption by the incarnation, life, ſuffering, 
and death of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, and his reſurrection 
for our juſtificatien, being deeply impreſſed on his heart by 
the Holy Ghoſt, made him a living witneſs of the power 
of the great ſalvation to all around him, and a conſtant i in- 
culcator of the redemption in Cara: 8 os. 


We no not ex — to find in thoſe of his epiſtles which 
are extant, a regular ſyſtem of divinity. He wrote letters 


to ſeveral churches, and to Polycarp, when he was hurried 


to Rome under a guard of rude ſoldiers: we therefore find, 
that although the great and fundamental truths of the 


| goſpel are aſſerted throughout his epiſtles, yet he only, 
v rote about ſuch caſes as related to their and his own cir- 


cumſtances at that time. 


As the ſpirit af Jeſus intuſes love, meekneſs, forbear- 
ance, and the moſt real concord and union, ſo he, as a 


diſciple of St. John, who learnt it on the breaſt of his gra- 


cious Maſter, earneſtly exhorted the churches to remain in 
brotherly love and union of heart. Thus, in his epiſtle to 
the Magneſians, he writes, © I ſalute the churches ; wiſh- 
ing in them an union both of the body and ſpirit of Jeſus 
“ Chriſt, our eternal life.“ Again, © I exhort you to do 
*all things in a divine concord.—Let no one, look upon 


his neighbour after the fleſh ; but do you all mutually, 


* love each other in Jeſus Chriſt. ” Again, Being come 
together in the ſame place, have one common prayer; one 

** ſupplication ; one mind; one hope; in love, and in joy 

** undefiled. There is one Lord Jeſus Chriſt, than whom 
" oung, 1s better. Wherefore come ye all together as 


* unto one temple of God ; as to onealtar, as to one Jeſus 
B 4 * Chriſt, 
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„ Chriſt, who proceeded from one Father, and exiſts in 
* one, and is returned to one.” The Trallians he exhorts 
to © love every one his brother with an unfeigned“ heart.“ 


To the Philadelphians he writes, Come all together into 
* one place with an undivided heart:“ and he ſpeaks out 


of the ſame ſpirit in all his epiſtles. 


As this was a ſubjeft which he urged agrecable to the 
mind of his beloved Lord and Maſter, ſo he was fired with 


holy indignation againſt all thoſe who ſought to foment 


diſſenſions, by introducing doctrines contrary to the mind 


of Chriſt He tells the Epheſians, ** There are ſome who 
« carry about the name of Chriſt in deceitfulneſs, but do 
things unworthy of God; theſe ye mult flee, as ye 
« would ſo many wild heaſts: ſor they are ravening dogs, 
% who bite ſecretly: againſt whom you muſt guard your- 


« ſelves as men hardly to be cured. - Wherefore let no one 


« deceive, as indeed neither are ye deceived, being wholly 
* the ſervants of God. For inaſmuch as there is no con- 
* tention among you, which can trouble you, ye muſt 

* needs live according to God's will.” To the Trallians 
he writes, Stop your ears, therefore, as often as any one 


of David, of the virgin Mary.” To the Philadelphians, 
As becomes the children bothof the light and of the truth, 


_ * flee diviſions and falfe dottrines: but where your ſhep- 
9 * herd i is, there do ye, as ſheep, follow after. For there 


are many wolves who ſeem worthy of belief, that, with a 
aint pleaſure, lead captive thoſe that run in the courſe 
* of God; but in your concord they ſhall find no 

place. Be not deceived, brethren : if any one follows 


him that maketh a ſchilm! in the church, he ſhall not in- 


© herit 


Or undivided. .- 1 Or evil. 
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4 ſhall ſpeak contrary to Jeſus Chriſt, who was of the race 
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© herit the kingdom of God. If any walks after any other 


„opinion, he agrees not with the paſſion of Chriſt. Love 
unity: flee diviſions : be the followers of Chriſt as he was 


* of the Father..... Where there is nos and wrath, God 


* dwelleth not.” 


From hence, and many other paſſages in his epiſtles. 
it appears evident, that there were in his days, as there had 


been even in the time of the apoſtles, men of corrupt 


minds, who ſowed ſeeds of diſſenſion among the children 


of God, and who turned the grace of God into licentiouſ- 


neſs; and that he ſaw beforehand reaſon to caution the 
chriſtians againſt ſuch who ſhould ariſe, perverting the 
truth, or holding it in unrighteouſneſs; touching whom, 
he tells the Trallians, That ſuch confound together the 
* dottrine of Jeſus Chriſt with their own poiſon, whilſt they 
* ſeem worthy of belief, as men give a deadly poiſon mixed 

with ſweet wine, which he, who is ignorant of it, does, 
* with the treacherous pleaſure, ſweetly drink in his own 


death.“ He adds, Wherefore guard yourſelves againſt 


** ſuch. perſons; and that ye will do if ye are not puffed 
* up.” Of ſuch deceivers he ſays, in his epiſtle to the 
Epheſians, © Thoſe that corrupt families by adultery, 
* ſhall not inherit the kingdom of God. If therefore they, 


* who do this according to the fleſh, have ſuffered death; 


* how much more ſhall he die, who by his wicked doc- _ 


« trine corrupts the faith of God, for which Chrift was 
” 1 Hey that is thus defiled ſhall depart into un- 
e and ſo he that hearkens+ unto him.“ 


He warns the Philadelphians againſt thoſe who ah” 


the Jewiſh lav, and adds, For it is better to receive the 
** doctrine 


To rrupters of houſes. such an one defiled. + Hears ; him. 
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« doftrine of Chriſt from one that has been circumciſed, 
than Judaiſm from one that has not. But if either the 
* one or the other do not ſpeak concerning Chriſt Jeſus, 
they ſeem to me to be but as monuments and ſepulchres 


* Jot the dead, upon which are only written the names of 


men. Flee therefore the wicked arts and ſnares of the 
prince of this world, leſt at any time being oppr clled by 


his cunning, ye grow cold in your love.” 


It is $4 that hs had to combat againſt various kinds 
of corrupters of the word of lite, and particularly alſo a- 
gainſt"thoſe who oppoſed the ground of our ſalvation, the 
reality of the incarnation, ſufferings, and death of God our 
Saviour. Theſe held, that our bleſſed Lord did not take 


on him true fleſh, nor ſuffered really, but only in appear- 
- ance, and their principles led them to all looſeneſs and li- 


bertiniſm. Wich a view to this horrible hereſy, which, 
with many others, began to ſhow their heads in the eaſt, 
he writes to the Smyrnans, * I have oblerved that you 
are ſettled in an immoveable faith, as if you were nailed 
* to the croſs of our: Lord Jeſus Chriſt, both in the fleſh 


and in the ſpirit; and are confirmed in love through the 


blood of Chriſt; being fully p-rfuaded of thoſe things 
& which relate unto our Lord, who truly was of the race 
* of David according to the ſleſh, but the Son of God ac- 
* cording to the will and power of God; truly born of the 
virgin and baptized of John, that ſo all righteouſneſs 
* might be fulfiiled by hun. He was alſo truly cruciſied 
„by Pontius Pilate, and Herod the tetrarch, being nailed 
* for us in the eh; by the fruits of which we are, even 
„ by his moſt bleſled paſſion, that he might ſet up a token 


for all ages through his reſurrection, to all his holy and 


* '* faithful ſervants, whether thev be Jews: or Gentiles, in 


* one body of his church, | 
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* Now all theſe things he ſuffered for us, that we might 
be ſaved. And he ſuffered truly, as he alſo truly raiſed” 
up himſelf: and not as ſome unbelievers ſay, that he only 

* ſeemed to ſuffer, they themſelves only ſeeming to be. 


And as they believe, ſo ſhall it happen unto them; when 
being diveſted of the body they ſhall become mere ſpirits.* 


*« But I know that even after his reſurrection hewas in the 
* fleſh; and I believe that he is ſtill ſo. And when he came 
to thoſe who were with Peter, he ſaid, Take, handle me, 
and ſee that I am not an incorporeal demon. And 
*« ſtraightway they felt him, and believed, being convinc- 
* ed hoth by his fleſh and ſpirit. For this cauſe they de- 
* {piſed death, and were above it. But after his reſurrec- 


tion he did eat and drink with them, as he was fleſh; al- 


* though, as to his ſpirit, he was united to his Father. 


No theſe things I put you in mind of, not queſtion- 
ing but that you yourſelves believe that they are ſo. But 
] arm you before hand againſt certain beaſts in the ſhape 

* of men, whom you mult not only not receive, but, if it 


he poſſible, not meet with.“ However, he exhorts them 
to pray for their repentance. | | 


It is evident that he looked upon the manifeſtation of 


God in the fleſh, and his living, ſuffering, and dying the 


accurſed death of the croſs for us, as the great and effettual 
cauſe of our falvation, of the union between Chriſt and 
is members, and of the oneneſs of the individuals with 
him and with each other, by conſtant declarations to this 
eſſe. In his epiftle to the Epheſians he ſays, © Let my lite 


* he ſacrificed for the dottrine of the croſs, which is in- 


* deed 


* Incorporeal and dæmoniacs. 
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_ * deed a ſcandal to unbelievers, but to us is ſalvation and 
eternal life. Where is the wiſe man? Where is the diſ- 
puter? Where is the boaſting of thoſe who are called 
* wiſe? For our God, Jeſus Chriſt, was, according to 


the diſpenſation of God, conceivedt in the womb of 


Mary of the ſeed of David, by the Holy Ghoſt,” 


Speaking farther on this ſubje& he ſays that this new 
Star ſhone and ſent out its light above all other ſtars. 
Hence, ſays he, all the power of magic was diſſolved, 
* and every band of wickedneſs was deſtroyed ; men's 


« ;gnorance was taken away, and the old kingdom aboliſh- 


ed; God himſelf appearing? in the form of a man for the 
* renewal of eternal lite.” To the Philadelphians hg 
writes, after ſpeaking of thoſe who, out of ſtrife and a ſpi- 
rit of criticiſm, rejected or perverted the goſpel, ©* To me 
* Teſus Chriſt is inſtead of all the uncorrupted monuments 
in the world: together with thoſe undefiled] monu- 
* ments, his croſs, and death, and reſurreQion, and the 
faith which is by him; by which I deſire, through your 


<4 prayers to be juſtified.” In his addreſs to the church at 


Tralles in Aſia, he calls them, © Beloved of God the Fa- 
* ther of Jeſus Chriſt, elect, and worthy of God, having 
peace through the fleſh, and blood, and paſſion of Jeſus 
« Chriſt our hope, in the reſurrection which is by him.“ 
In his ſalutation to the church of Philadelphia, he ſays that 
it “has obtained mercy, being fixed in the concord of God, 
* and rejoicing evermore in the paſſion of our Lord, and 
* being fulfilled in all mercy through his reſurrection: 
* which' he adds, I ſalute in tlie blood of Jeſus Chriſt, 
* which is our eternal and undefiled joy.” In his epiſtle 
to the Smyrnæans he writes, © I ſalute your very worthy 


„ biſhop, 


Þ Untouched.. 


+ Carried. + Being made manifeſt. 
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* biſhop, and your venerable pre ſpytery, and your dea- 


* cons. my fellow ſervants, and all you in general, and 
” every one in particular, in the name of Jeſus Chriſt, 
„and in his fleſh and blood, and in his paſſion and reſur- 
© reftion, both bodily and ſpiritually, and in the unity 
* of God with vou. 


Thus the 3 work of redemption by our Lord 
jeſus Chriſt was to him the foundation of all hope, and 
the root from whence every happy principle in the heart 
and every good fruit in the walk and converſation of man 
muſt ſpring. Yet lar from looking upon chriſtianity as 
the philoſophers did upon their ſyſtems, as a matter of 
pleaſing ſpeculation only, he knew it to be powerfully 
operative. He therefore ſays, in his epiftle to the Ephe- 
ſians, Chriſtianity is not the work of an outward pro- 
* feſſion, but ſhews itſelf in the power of faith, if a man 
be found faithful unto the end.” And to the Romans he 
ſays, “ A chriſtian is not a work of opinion, but of 
** greatneſs of mind.” He therefore, writing to the Ephe- 
lians, recommends faith and love, which he ſays are the 
beginning and end of life: for faith is the beginning, 
* and the end is love; and theſe two joined togethery are 
of God; but all other things, which concern a holy life, 
are the conſequences of theſe.” He therefore exhorts, 
* Let us do all things as becomes thoſe who have God 
* dwelling in them, that we may be his temples, and he 
our God.” To the Trallians he writes, Whereas ye 


. are ſubjett to your biſhop as to Jeſus Chriſt, ye appear 


to me to Irve not after the manner of men, hut according 
to Feſus Chriſt, who died for us, that pat in his 
* death, ye migin eſcape death, 


Beſides 


0 Being IN unity 
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- Beſides his inſtructions to love one another, he ex- 
horts the Epheſians to “ pray without ceaſing for other 
men; for,” he adds, *© there is hope of repentance in 
them, that they may attain unto God. Let them there- 
fore at leaſt be inſtrutted by your works, zf they will be 
* no other way. Be ye mild at their anger, humble at their 
* boaſting: to their blaſphemies, return your prayers; to 
* their error your firmneſs in the faith: when they are 
*« cruel, be ye gentle; not endeavouring to imitate their 
« ways: let us be their brethren in all kindneſs and mo- 
* deration, but let us be followers of the LORD; for who 
© was ever more unjuſtly uſed, more deſtitute, more de- 
* fpiſed? that ſo no herb of the devil may be found in you: 
* but you may remain in all holineſs and ſobriety, both ol 


body and ſpirit, in Chriſt Jeſus.” 


From hence, and much more which we might add from 
his own words, it is obvious what was the ſpirit, temper, 
and walk of Ignatius, who was well aware of the inſuf— 
ficiency of words, and the neceſſity of reality, as he ſays 
to the Epheſians, * It is better for a man to hold his peace, 
„and be, x than to ſay hers a chriſitan, and not to be, It is 
good to teach, if what he ſays he does /thewrfe.” And 
again he ſaith, ** No man proteſſing a rue faith, ſinneth; 
* neither does he who has love, hate any. The tree is made 
© manifeſt by its fruits; ſo they, who proteſs themſelves 
* to be chriſtians, are known by what they do.” 


We cannot diſcover his character and conduct as a bi— 
ſhop, better than by the advice which he gives his beloved 
brother, co-diſciple, and alterwards fellow martyr, Poly- 
carp; as a ſketch of the tenour of his own temper and walk 
in that important function, he writes: 

| L En 
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I] beſeech thee, 1 the grace of God, with whith thou 
art clothed, to preſs forward in thy courſe, and to ex- 
hort all others that they may be ſaved. Maintain thy 

place with all care, both of body and ſpirit: make it thy 
* endeavour to preſerve unity, than which nothing is bet- 
ter. Bear with all men, even as the Lord with thee. 
„Support all in love, as alſo thou doſt. Pray without 
* cealing. Aſk more underſtanding than what thou al- 
ready haſt. Be watchful, having thy ſpirit always awake. 
Speak with every one according as God ſhall enable 
** thee. Bear the infirmities of all, as a perfect combatant. 
* If thou ſhalt love the good diſciples what thanks is it? but 
bs "rather do thou ſubjett in meekneſs thoſe that are miſchiev- 

* ous. Every wound is not healed by the ſame plaiſter: 
* it the acceſſions of the diſeaſe be vehement, mollify them 
* with ſoft remedics : be in all things wiſe as a ſerpent, 
and harmleſs as a dove. Be ſober as a combatant of God. 
Let not thoſe that ſeem worthy of credit, but teach other 
* doftrines diſturb thee. Stand firm and immoveable as an 

* anvil when it is beaten upon. It is the part of a com- 
'* batant to be wounded, and yet to overcome,” Sc. | 


| Here we may foe the picture of Ignatius as a Wee 
He exhorts all the churches to whom he wrote, to love, 
honor, and obey their biſhops, preſbyters, and deacons, as 
highly neceſſary for their own edification, the maintaining 
of unity, and preventing the machinations of Satan. 


He had a foreboding and earneſt deſire to become a 
martyr, and wiſhed for nothing more than to ſeal with his 
death the truth of the goſpel to which he had borne ſuch a 
loud and convincing teſtimony for ſo many years. How- 
ever, heeſcaped the ſtorms of the various perſecutions un- 
der Domitian, although he withſtood the raging flood, by 

ſupporting 
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ſupporting and ſtrengthening thoſe who were ready to ſink 
in thele times of trial, and ſuch who were not as yet well 
grounded in the faith. _ i } 


Though he church at Antioch, and throughout all Sy- 

ria, certainly rejoiced at his being {till left among them, as R 
one who ted the church of God which he had purchaſed q 
with his own blood; and he rejoiced greatly himſelf, when 
the perſecution abated, at the tranquillity of his church; yet 
He was troubled as to himſelf, that he had not been thought 
worthy to ſuffer for his Lord, as though he had not at- he 
tained to a true love of Chriſt, nor was come up to the 
pitch of a perfect diſciple.....Continuing therefore ſome 7 
wears longer with his Church, as a faithful and approved 
ſhepherd, he at length attained to the ſummit of his wiſhes. 1 


Trajan,“ in the nineteenth year of his empire, coming W 4 
from his conqueſt of the Scythians and Dacians, and many od 
other nations, looked upon it as needful to the rendering | 
his dominion abſolute and univerſal, to ſubdue the ſpirit 10 


of the chriſtians, and oblige them * to worſhip the Devil, 
with all other nations.” The perſecution was renewed; "WH 
and fear came upon the chriſtians as they muſt either ſa- 
crifice or die. On this account our valliant ſoldier of Je- 
ſas Chriſt, being in fear for the church of Antioch, and 
hoping thereby to avert the ſtorm, was voluntarily brought 
before Trajan, who was then at Antioch in his way to Ar- 
menia and the Parthians againſt whom he was haſtening. 


Being come into the preſence of Trajan, the emperor , 27 
aid unto *, | 


What 
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What a wicked wretch+ art thou, thus to endeavour to 
tranſgreſs our commands, and to perſuade others alſo to * 
the like, to their deſtruction! 


Ignatius 40 er'd: No one ought to call Theophorus 
after ſuch a manner; foraſmuch as all wicked ſpirits are 
departed far from the ſervants of God. But if becauſe I 
am a trouble to theſe evil ſpirits, you call me wicked, with 
reterence to them, I confeſs the charge : For having with- 
in me Chriſt the heavenly King, I diffolve all the ſnares of 
thoſe devils. | 


TRA JAN replied hied who is _ 
lon. He who has Chriſt in his breaſt. 


TRA AJ. And FA not we then ſeem to thee to have the 
gods within us, who fight for us againſt our enemies? _ 


Ic v. You err in that you call the evil ſpirits of the hea- 


thens Oops; for there is but oN E Gos, who made heaven 
and earth, and the ſea, and all that are in them: And ont 
Irsus CHRIST his only begotten N whoſe kingdom 
may I * * 
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Ien. His, who crucified my ſin, with "RP inventor of 
t, and has put all the deceit and malice of the devil under 
he feet of thoſe who carry him in their heart. 
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TRAJ. Doſt thou then carry him that WAS crucified 
within thee F 


en. 1 "I for it is written, © I will dwell in them and 
„walk in them.“ | 


Tuxx TRAJAN pronounced this ſentence againſt him: 


% FORASMUCH as Ignatius has confeſſed that he carries 


„ about within himſelf Him that was crucified, we com- 


mand that he be carried bound by ſoldiers to Great Rome, 
e there to be thrown to the beaſts, for the entertainment 


ob the people.“ 


When the holy martyr heard this ſentence, he cried out 
with joy, I thank thee, O LoRD, that thou haſt vouckſafed 
to hongur mme illi a perfect love towards Thee, and haſt made 


me lo put on iron bonds with thy apaſile Paul. 


Having ſaid this, he with joy put en his bands: and 
having firſt prayed for the church and commended it with 
tears unto. the Lord, he was hurried away, like a choice 
ram, the leader of a good flock, by the brutifh ſoldiers, in 
order to his being carried to Rome, there to be devoured 
by the blood-thixlty beaſts. 


Many have exorelied their ſurprize, and fought for the 
reaſons which induced the emperor to ſend this perſon, 


loaded with years, ſuch a leng and irkſome journey, tof 


meet a death which could have been inflicted upon him at 
Antioch. Whether it was dene out of a kind of humanity 


(for Trajan was in general not inhuman) that he might 


have time to conſider of the terrible death he was to die, 


and trough fear, and, by being harraſſed by the incon- 
veniencic⸗ 
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veniencies and afflictions he ſhould be expoſed to on the 
road, he might be induced to renounce the faith, and to ſa- 


crifice to idols; by which means alſo Trajan would have 


obtained a complete victory, and be enabled to lead in 
triumph, to the temples of the idols, a man, a biſhop, who 
had been ſo many years one of the brighteſt ornaments 
and a pillar of the church. Or whether, as it is ſaid, he 
was adviſed by the ſenate to paſs this ſentence, leſt, by his 
being put to death at Antioch, he ſhould be rendered ſtill 
dearer to the people there. Whatever may have been the 
reaſon, there ſeems evidently a hand of divine providence 
in it, as he became a living witneſs and monument ofthe grace 
and ſalvation of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt where- ever he came; 
encouraging the biſhops and miniſters, and giving the moſt 
lively exhortations, and adminiſtering conſolation to the 
churches, not only to thoſe through which he paſled, but 
by his epiſtles to thoſe round about. By this means we 
have alſo a ſpecimen and taſte of the ſpirit of that period 
of the church. 


He left Antioch, and entered upon his journey with joy, 
and greatly deſirous to ſuffer, and came to Seleucia; ſail- 
ing from thence, after great fatigue, he arrived at Sn 
where, leaving the ſhip, he haſtened to ſee Polycarp, his 
fellow ſcholar, who was biſhop there. For in the relation 
of his martyrdom, it is added, They had both of them 
been lerne the diſciples of St. John.” 


His joy was 2 to meet again and converſe with his 
beloved Polycarp, which appears from what he writes to 
Polycarp, after their interview, from Troas : © I exceed- 
* ingly give thanks that I have been thought worthy to 
* behold thy bleſſed; face, in which may I always rejoace 

Ws a 
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„ in God!” In this meeting, it is ſaid that Ignatius 
„ communicated ſome ſpiritual gikts to Polycarp, and glo- 
« ried in his bonds.” He allo, in his epiſtle to Polycarp, 
ſeems to intimate to him, that he (Polycarp) ſhould attain 
to the crown of martyrdom, by telling him,“ That he 
 * ſhould alſo: be a combatant of God:“ the erown pro- 
poſed to him being immortality and eternal life; and adds, 
* Concerning which thou art alſo fully perſuaded, I will 
be thy ſurety in all things, and my bonds, which thou 


* haſt loved 


The great eſteem in which he was held by the churches 
was ſuch, that they ſent deputies from the churches and 
cities in Aſia to attend and comfort him, and to receive 
ſome advantages by his communicating unto them thoſe 
gifts of grace which he partook of in ſuch an abundant 
| meaſure. And we find this deputation was of ſuch a na- 
ture, that the churches are ſaid to have attended him by 
their biſhops, and pricſts, and deacons. Of thoſe with him 
at Smyrna, we find the following expreſsly mentioned in 


his epiſtles: * Oneſimus, biſhop of Epheſus,” touching 


whom he writes to the Epheſians, * who by inexpreſſible 
„ love is ours ;” and ſtiles him © an excellent biſhop.” 


Damas, biſhop of Magneſia, concernins whom he ex- 
horts the Magneſians“ not to uſe him too familiarly on ac- 
* count of his youth, but to yield all reverence to him; 


« as I perceive (adds He) that your holy preſbyters do, not 


* conſidering his age, which is indeed young, but as be- 
* comes thoſe who are prudent in God, ſubmitting to him; 
* or rather not unto him, but to the Father of our Lord 
* Jeſus Chriſt the biſhop of us all.” Polybius, biſhop of 
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Tralles, of whom he writes to the Trallians, © In effect 1 
* ſaw your whole church in him. I ſeemed to find you, as 
* alſo I knew that ye were the followers of God.” And 
again, I have received and even now have with me the 
pattern of your love in your biſhop; whoſe very look is 
inſtructise, and whoſe mildneſs powerful; whom I am 

* perſuaded, the very atheiſts themſelves cannot but re- 
« verence:” ſo that beſide himſelf and Polycarp, theſe bi- 
ſhops are mentioned by him as being with him at Smyrna. 


Of preſbyters, we find the following mentioned, Baſſus 


and Apollonius of Magneſia; and of deacons, Burrhus, 
Euplus, and Fronto of Smyrna, Epheſus and Sotio of 
Magneſia, beſides the preſbyters and deacons of Smyrna, 
and probably from other churches, whoſe names are not 
mentioned. Indeed it ſeems, by what is written, as if 
there was a general convocation of the churches in Aſia; 
and we may ſuppoſe that there were ſome even from 
Rome, as we find he writes his epiſtle from thence to the 
Romans with the direct intention to prevent their taking 


any ſteps to hinder the execution of Trajan's ſentence. 


Moreover he writes to the Romans, There is now with 

* me Crocus, moſt beloved of me, As for thoſe which 

* are come from Syria, and are gone before me to Rome 

* to the glory of God, I ſuppoſe you are not r of 
* them.” 


We muſt ſtill add to the number of thoſe with him at 
Smyrna, Philo, the deacon of Cilicia, of whom he ſays, 
in his epiſtle from Troas to the Philadelphians, that he 
was a moſt worthy man; he ſtill miniſters unto me in 

* the word of God, togeihey with Rheus of Agathopolis, a 
7 „ lingular good perſon, who has followed me from Syria, 

not regarding his life.“ He alſo mentions them honourably 
in his epiſtle to the Smyrnzans. Theſe two ſeem to have 
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been his conſtant companions and attendants on this his 
uncouth pilgrimage, and even to his death. 


Ls this aſſembly of the biſhops, 3 deacons, pine 
brethren from ſo many churches, he firſt of all intreated 
the whole church, but more particularly Polycarp, to con- 
tend with God in his behalf, that, being ſuddenly taken by 
the beaſts from the world, he might appear before the face 
of Chriſt, We may naturally ſuppoſe that he then recom- 
mended to Polycarp and to the aſſembly, that they would 


take care of his church, and ſee that it was provided with a 


worthy ſucceſſor, This was evidently a ſubje& of their 
conference, as he urges it in all his epiſtles. He writes 
from Troas to Polycarp as follows: © It will be very fit, 
„O moſt worthy Polycarp, to call a ſelect council, and 


*«.chuſe ſome one whom ye particularly love, and who is 


patient of labour, that he may be the meſſenger of God; 
* and that, going to Syria, he may glotify your inceſſant 
love to the praiſe of Chriſt. A chriſtian has not the pow- 
« er of himſelf, but muſt be always at leiſure for God's ſer- 
„vice. Now this work is both God's and your's, when ye 
„ ſhall have perfeftedit.”” In his letters tothe other churches 


he deſires them to ſend delegates from thence to Antioch, 


on the one hand to comfort, and on the other to congratu- 


late his flock on account of the abatement of the perſecu- 


tion of which he had heard on the way, to his great joy; 


and he requeſts Polycarp to write to the ſame effect to thoſe 


churches to W htch he himſelf could not write. 


Thus, with a terrible leh in view, REP to > which he was 
haſtening, in the midſt of all the diſtreſſing circumſtances 
attending his irkſome journey, and his being hurried and 
ſeized by his ſavage guards; yea, and in the enjoyment of 

the love of * AN he could not forget his dearly be- 
| love 
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loved flock, which not man, but God had committed to his 
charge. We mull alſo conclude; that they confered about 
the ſtate of all the churches, as he ſeems, by his epiſtles ta 
thoſe to whom he could write, to have a thorough know. 
l:dge of their ſtate by the advice he gave unto them: then 
he opened unto them the dangers to which they were ex- 
poſed, and the hour of temptation approaching unto them, 
And finally, he was not“ wanting in returning a recom- 
” ren to the churches who came to meet him by their 
governors; and he ſent letters of thanks to them, which 
+ diſtilled ſpiritual grace, with prayer and exhortation. „ 


From Smyrna he wrote epiſtles to the churches of Ephe. 
ſus, Magneſia, Tralles, and Rome.... It has been already 
oblervell, that his epiflle to the Romans was evidently writ- 


ten with a view to difſuade them from attempting to reſcue 


him from the jaws of the lions; but to ſhew how much he 
was convinced that it was fitting that he ſhould ſeal the 
truth, in which he had enjoyed the moſt ſolid happineſs, 
by his death, and how ardently he wiſhed for the crown 
of martyrdom, we will quote his own expoſtulations to 
the Romans: ; 


« 1 Be ere long to filute you, if it be the will of God 
* to grant me to attain unto the end I long for. For the 
„beginning is well diſpoſed, if I ſhall but have grace with. 
* out hindrance to receive what is appointed for me. But 
* I fear your love, leſt it do me an injury. For it is eaſy 


5a " for you to do what you pleaſe; but it will be hard for 


me to attain unto God, if you ſpare me. I ſhall never 
* hereaſter have ſuch an opportunity of attaining unta 


God. If you ſhould be ſilent on my behalf, I ſhall be 
C 4 | 66 made 
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made partaker of God: but if you ſhall love my body, 


* T ſhall have my courſe again to run. Wherefore ye can- 
© not do me a greater kindneſs than to ſuffer me to be ſa- 
„ crificed to God, now that the altar is already prepared: 
e that when ye are gathered together in love, ye may give 
„thanks to the Father through Jeſus Chriſt ; that he has 

« youchſated to bring a biſhop of Syria unto you, being 
called from the eaſt to the weſt. For it is good for me to 
* ſet from the world, that I may rife again unto Him. 


Ve have never envied any one. Only pray for me, 
e that God would give me both outward and inward 
„ ſtrength. Nothing is good that is ſeen. For even our 
„God Jeſus, now that he is in the Father, does ſo much 
the more appcar. I write to the churches lignifying to 
* them all, that I am willing to dic for God, unleſs you 
* hinder me. I beſeech that you ſhew not an unſeaſonable 

* 500d-will towards me. Sufler me to be food to the 
« beaſts, by whom J ſhall attain unto Ged. For I am the 
« wheat of God, and ſhall be ground by the teeth of the 
wild beaſts, that I may be found the pure bread of Chriſt. 
* Rather encourage the beaſts, that they may become my 


„ ſepulchre : then ſhall I be truly the diſciple of Chriſt, 


* whenthe world ſhall not fee ſo much as my body. Pray 
« therefore unto Chrilt for me, that by theſe inſtruments 
] may be made a ſacrifice to God. I do not, as Peter and 
* Paul, command you. They were apoſtles, I a con- 
* demned man. They were free, but I am even to this 

day a ſervant. But if I ſhall ſuffer, I ſhall then become 
the freeman of Jeſus Chriſt, and ſhall riſe free.“ And 
now, being in bonds, 1 icarn not to deſire any thing. + 
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All the ends of the world, and the kingdoms of it, will 
profit me nothing: J would rather die tor Jeſus Chriſt, 
than rule to the utmoſt ends of the earth, Him Iſeck, who 


* died for us, Him I deſire that roſe again for us. This 


is the gain that is laid up for me. 


Pardon me, my brethren ; ye ſhall not hinder me from 
„living: nor, ſeeing I deſire to go to God, may you ſe- 
. * parte me from him for the ſake of this world, nor ſeduce 

* me by any of the deſires of it. Suffer me to enter into 

pure light; where, being come, 1 ſhall be indeed the 


« ſervant of God. Permit me to imitate the paſſion of my 


„God. If any one has Him within himſelf, let him con- 
ſider what I deſire, and let him have compaſſion on me, 
* 2s knowing®* how I am ſtraightened. 


„ The prince of this world would fain carry me away, 
and corrupt my reſolution towards my God. Let none of, 
* you therefore help him: rather do ye join with me, that, 
is, with God, Though Iam alive at the writing of this, 
yet my deſire is to die. My love is crucified; and there, 


is not any fire within me that loves matter, but living, 


* and» ſpeaking water ſaying within me, Come to the Fa- 
** ther. I take no plcaſure in the food of corruption, nor in, 
the pleaſures of this life, I deſire the bread of God, which 


is the fleſh of Jeſus Chriſt; and the drink that I long for 


_ his blood, which is s incorruptible love. 


1 « I have no 5 defive to live any longer after the ak 
* of men ; neither ſhall I, if you conſent. Be ye therefore, 
« willing, that ye yourſclves alſo may be pleaſing to God. 


** exhort you in a few words. I pray you believe me. 
| ** Jeſus 


What conſtrains me. 1 And perpetual life. 


' 
i 
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i Jeſus Chriſt will ſhew you that I ſpeak truly. My 
mout his without deceit, and the Father truly hath ſpoken 


by it, Pray therefore for me, that I may accompliſh. 
* what deſire. If I ſhall ſuffer, ye have loved me; but if 


I ſhall be rejected, ye have hated me.“ 


It is piobable. that the Romans had repreſented to him 
the terrors of the death that was prepared for him, with a 
view to obtain his conſent, that they might perſuade the 
people not to deſire his being brought forth to be devoured 
by the beaſts, as he writes ſo ſtrongly upon this ſubject ; 
„may 1 enjoy the wild beaſts that are prepared for me: 
* which alſo I with may exerciſe all their fierceneſs upon 
* me; and whom for that end I will encourage, that they 
may be ſure to devour me, and not ſerve me as they have 
done ſome, whom out of fear they have not touched. 
« But and if they will not do it willingly, I will provoke 


« them to it. Pardon me in this matter; I know what is. 


6 profitable for me, Now I hegin to be a diſciple ; nor 
© ſhall any thing move me, whether viſible or inviſible, 
that I may attain to Chriſt Jeſus.....Let fire and the croſs; 
* ſet the companies of wild beafts, let breakings of bones, 
e and tearing of members; let the ſhattering in pieces of 
* the whole body, and all the wicked torments of the devil 
come upon me, only let me enjoy Jeſus Chriſſ.“ 


Having employed the time he was allowed to ſpend in 
Smyrna, in the moſt ufeful and edifying manner, and, as 
the relation of his martyrdom tells us, Having thus 

* ſtrengthened ſuch of his brethren at Rome as were a- 
| * gainſt his martyrdom, by this epiſtle, as he deſired ; ſet- 
* ing ſail from Smyrna (tor he was preſſed by the ſoldiers 
1 to "haflen to the public ſpectacles at Great Rome, that, 


. * being delivered to the wild beaſts in fight of the Roman 
people, 


S. 1IGNATIUS, —_ 


* people, he mipht receive the'crown for which he e ſtrove) 
* he came to Troas.” 


We find that the churches of Smyrna and Epheſus, out 
of their great love and eſteem for him, ſent one to attend 
him to Troas, as he writes to the church at Philadelphia, 
* The love of the brethren that are at Troas ſalutes you 7 
A from whence alſo I now write by Burrhus, (Polycarp's 

* own deacon) who was ſent together with me by thole of 
Epheſus and Smyrna for reſpect's ſake.” 


He muſt ow made ſome ſtay at Troas, as from thence 
he wrote letters to Polycarp, to the — and 
Smyrnæans. 


He was conſtantly met on the road, as far as the know- 
ledge of his route could reach, by meſſengers from the 
neighbouring churches; of this he makes mention to the 
Romans: My ſpirit ſalutes you, and the love of the 
* churches that have received me, in the name of Jeſus. 
A * Chriſt, not as a paſſenger ; for even they that were not 

* near to me in che way, have gone belore me to the next 

city to meet me. 


Ot his journey from Troas to Rome, we have the fol- 
lowing account in e relation of his martyrdom : | 


From whence / Troas going on, being brought to Nea- 
polis, he paſſed Philippi, through Macedonia, and that 
part of Epirus which is next to Epidamnus; having found 


a {hip in one of the ſea-ports, he ſailed over the Adria- 


* tic Sea; and from thence entering into the Tyrrhene, 
and paſling by ſeveral iſlands and cities, at length he ſaw 

p Puteoli, which being ſhewed to the holy man, he haſt- 
* ened 
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« ened to go forth, being deſirous to walk from thence, in 
* the way that Paul the apoſtle had gone: but a violent 
* wind ariſing, and driving on the ſhip, would not ſuffer 
* him ſo to do: wherefore commending the love of the 
© hrethren in that place, he ſailed forward. And the wind 


continuing favourable to us, in one day and a night we 


indeed were unwillingly hurried on, as ſorrowing to 
think of being ſeparated from this holy martyr : but to 
* him it happened juſt according to his wiſh, that he might 
go ſooner out of the world, and attain unto the Lord 
„whom he loved. Wherefore ſailing into the Roman 
port, and thoſe impure ſports being at an end, the ſoldiers 
began to be offended at his flowneſs, but the biſhop with 
great joy complied with their haſtinels. 


Having brought Laviativs thus far towards. the end of his 


Journey, and the attainment of his higheſt wiſhes, we can- 
not but obſerve, that he ſeems to have been led by the hand 
of God this long and tedious way, that he might be a mo- 
nument of the power of grace to the churches through 
which he paſſed, and a proof that he did not bear the name 
of Theophorus in vain, but that Chriſt was in him the hope 
of glory, and the principle of action. Thus his occupa- 
tion on the way, was to ſhew to unbelievers what the re- 
demption in the blood of Chrift, when ſealed by the Spirit, 
produces in the human heart, and brings forth in the walk 


and converſation, even under the ſevereſt trials, and to 


encourage and ſtrengthen the zeal and faith of the churches. 
That all defired to have ſome teſtimonies of his walk and 
converſation, 1s evident, as Polycarp in his epiſtle to the 
Philippians writes, What you know of Ignatius, and 
* thoſe that are with him, ſignify unto us.” And Poly- 


carp, by Ignatius's own deſire, and by the deſire of the 


Philippians 


fc 
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Philippians and other churches, ſent to them Ignatius's 


epiltles, * together with what others of his were come to 
„his hands.” 


The length and various difficulties of his journey muft 
have been very trying to him, when we conſider his great 
age, being upwards of eighty, his being in bonds, and ſub- 
ect to rude heatheniſh ſoldiers, unaccuſtomed to hu- 
maniy. As to his bonds, inſtead of murmuring on their 
account, he prized them highly as moſt coſtly ornaments, 
or, as he calls them, 1 Spiritual Jewels.” 


As to the treatment which he received from his keepers, 


we can have no better account than that which he himſelf 


gives of it: he writes to the Romans from Syria, even un- 
to Rome, I fight with beaſts both by ſea and land, both 
night and day; being bound to ten leopards, that is to 
* ſay, to ſuch a band of ſoldiers, who, though treated with 
all manner of kindneſs, are the worſe for it.” But he 
adds, © I am the more inſtructed by their injuries, yet am 

* I not therelors juſtified.“ 8 


Ale writers of the ulation of his martyrdom proceed as 
tollows : | 


Being ſoon forced away from the Port, ſo called, we 

* forthwith met the brethren from Rome, (for the report of 

* what concerned the holy martyr was ſpread abroad} who 

* were full of fear and joy; for they rejoiced in that God 

* had vouchſafed them the company of Theophorus, but 

** were afraid when they conſidered that ſuch a one was 

* brought thither to die. Now ſome of theſe he com- 

manded to hold their peace, who were the moſt zealous 
tor his ſafety, and ſaid, That they would appeaſe the people, 

| | | | that 


. 
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that they ſhould not defire the dęſtruction of the juſt, He 
_ * preſently knowing this by the Spirit, and ſaluting all of 
them, defired that they would ſhew a true love to him, 
diſputing yet more with them than he had done in bis 


+ epiſtles, and perſuading them not to envy him who Was 
4 ai unto the Lord.“ 


This at of love and zeal between the aged and 


fatigued biſhop, and the loving and tenderly affected Ro- 
man brethren, muſt have been very moving, and was pro- | 


bably the hardeſt trial that Ignatius met with on his whole 
journey. That he overcame what he regarded as a miſta- 
ken effect of their love, is a proof of the ardour of heart 


and burning zeal of the brethren in thoſe days of genuine 


chriſtianity, as likewiſe the readineſs to ſubmit, even in 


the moſt tender and delicate point, to the deſire of this | 


ancient ſervant of the Lord Jeſus Chriſt. When he had 
gained his point, we are told, © All the brethren kneeling 
„down, he prayed to the Son of God in behalf of the 
* churches, that he would put a ſtop to the perſecution, 
« 2nd continue the love of the brethren towards each other. 
„Which being done, he was with all haſte led into the 
„ amphitheatre, and ſpeedily, according to the command 
of Cæſar before given, thrown in, the end of the ſpec- 
e tacles being at hand: hoe it was then a very ſolemn day, 


* called in the roman tongue the x111th of the Calends of 


January,“ upon which the people Were more than or- 
* dinar 2 5 wont to be N together. | 


25 1 was he delivered to the cruel binds. near the 
* temple, by wicked men; that ſo the deſire of the holy 
* N 


2 ach day of December. Sura and Synecius were conſuls, 


St. 1GNATIU 9. 5 


« martyr Ignatius might be accompliſhed, as it is written, 


" The deſire of the rightequs.: is acceptable. T 


It appears that the beaſts did their work ſo eſſeually, 
that they left but a few fragments of his body; only the 
greater and harder part of his bones remained; Which were 

carried to Antioch. | | 


Thus cava obtained his wiſh, and ſhewed more true 
heroiſm, wiſdom and fortitude, as it proceeded from un- 


feigned and ardent love to his gracious Lord and Saviour, 


and a joyful and aſſured hope of a bleſſed immortality in 
the preſence of his God who died for his ſins, wa Ne 
in all his conqueſts. 


In the relation of his martyrdom, it is further ſaid, “that 
* ſome of the brethren being together watching and pray- 

* ing with tears unto God, to ſhew them what had been 
* done, they had particular _—_ of the blefledneſs of 
9 Ignatius. 


The year in which he ſuffered martyrdom is not poſi- 


tively aſcertained ; but this is plain, that it was between the 


years of our Lord 107 and 116. 


The writers of the relation of hts martyrdom declare, that 
they were eye- witneſſes; and conclude it by ſaying, © We 
have made known to you both the day and time; that 
* being aſſembled together, according to the time of his 


* martyrdom, we may communicate with the combatant 


and moſt valiant martyr of Chriſt, who trod under foot 
* the Devil, and Es the courſe he had piouſly de- 
* fired, 


1 Proverbs x, 24. 
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« fired, in Chriſt Jeſus our Lord; by whom, and with 


* whom, all glory and power be to the Father, and the 


HBleſſed Spirit, for ever and ever... Amen.“ 


His memory was dear to the churches, and he was point- 


ed out by Polycarp, in his epiſtle to the Philippians, as an 


example unto them. He writes, © I exhort all of you that 
* ye obey the word of righteouſneſs, and exerciſe all pa- 
* tience; which ye have ſeen ſet before your eyes, not 
* only in the bleſſed Ignatius, and Zoſimus, and Rufus, 
hut in others among vourſelves, and in Paul himſelf, and 
* the reſt of the apoſtles; for they loved not this preſent 

„world, but him who died, and was raiſed again by 
85 God for us.“ 
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As N is ſo often mentioned, and is a e claracler 
in the Tragedy which gave. occaſſon to this account of Ig- 
natius, wwe will il fay a few words of him alſo+ 5 


Hz h B e e 
to a certain noble matron, whoſe name was Caliſto, bred up 
by her, and at her death made heir to all her eſtate, which, 

though very conſiderable, he ſoon in n of love 
and mercy. | 


He received his chriſtianity from Bucolus, biſhop of 
Smyrna, by whom he was made deacon and catechiſt of 
that church; and having diſcharged thoſe offices with uni- 
verſal approbation; he was, after the deceaſe of Bucolus, 

D | made 
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made bilhop by the apoſtles, and particularly by St. John, 


* whoſe diſciple he had been with nes 


lis ur in his function was ben and ſo well 
known, that his enemies, before his death, cried out, that 
he ſhould be thrown to the lions, ſaying, Thes is the doc- 
* tor of Aſta, the father of the chriſtians, and the overthrower 
* of our gods.” And when, he was burnt, they perſuaded | 
the governor not to let his friends carry away any of his 
remains, Leſt, ſaid they, the chriſttans forſaking him that was 
cruci ſied, ſhould, begin to worſhip Polycarp. He was greatly 
eſteemed throughout all Aſia, and was called the prince and 
the ruler of Aſia, and his influence extended even to Rome, 


Though both Ignatius and Polycarp forefaw that the lat- 
ter ſhould alſo ſuffer martyrdom, yet he continued many 
years after Ignatius's death at the head of his church, till, 
according to the moſt probable accounts, he alſo obtained 
the martyr's crown, in the year of our Lord 147, under 
the reign of Antonius Pius, when perſecution raged, and 
many chriſtians were thrown to the wild beaſts. But when 
the beaſts would not ſeize and devour Gemnicus, though 
he provoked them to it, the multitude cried out, Take azway 
thoſe wicked wretches ; let Polycarp. be. looked out. When 
Polycarp beard thay he was called for, he reſolved to tay 
Aa village not lar off, where, he faved fone: time 11} prayer. 
Hearing that his purſuers were near at hand, he withdrew 
to another village, where he was found, being betrayed: 
he might have eſcaped but would not, ſaying, The will e 
Lordbe dong. His conduct had ſuch an effect, that ſome 
of the ſoldiers began to repent. The guards ſetting him on 
An. als, brought him into the city, being on the, great, 0 
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bath®. Herod the chief officer met him, and taking him 
into his chariot, perſuaded him, ſaying, What harm is there 
in ſaying, Lord Cafar, and facrefice, and jo be ſafe, Gc? 

But he not being to be moved, they threw him violently 
out of the chariot, and hurt his thigh ; however, he went 
on briſkly, as thaugh not hurt, and was brought to the 
lis: The proconſul took much pains to perſuade him to 
reproach Chriſt: But Polycarp anſwered, Ezghty and fix 
years have I now ſerved Cid, and he has never done me the 
leaſt wrong : how then can I blaſpheme my King and Saviour? 
Much more was ſaid and replied. At length he was com- 
mitted to the flames, and received the crown of his martyrs 
dom on the 26th of March, being the Great Sabbath, in the 


year 147, and near forty years after the death of Ignktins 


ot The Saturday baer Friday aud. tate Sonny | 
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Id N ATI us, Biſhop of Antioch, ſurnamed Theophorus. 
 AGATHOPUS, | 9 5 | 
PHILo, | 
'TRAJAN, the Roman Emperor. 
PoLYCARP, Biſhop of Smyrna. 


| 5 Deacons. 


ONESIMUSs, )) | 
PoLVYBIUs, e Meſſengers of the Churches. 
DaMas, — | 
ROMAN CHRISTIANS. 


Two PHiLOSOPHERS: 
CLavupivs, a Soldier. 


Other SOLDIERS. 
Dikrce, Deaconeſs of Antioch. 
CATECHUMENS. PENITENTS. 


Ir us. 


IGN ATI US., 
5 A: | 
T R A . 


ACT I. SCENE I. 


SCENE AN TIO CH., An open place before Ignatius's door, 


PHILO, AGATHOPUS, | 


| PHILO, 


Tails know'ſt, Agathopus, what threats of late 
Trajan has breath'd againſt the chriſtian name: _ 
Death is their doom, who ſhall refuſe the ei | 
And rites appointed of the Gentile gods. | 
Thus he pronounc'd when warm with Scythian conqueſts, 
Impetuous ſtill from that campaign, he's now . 
At Antioch, But 'tis caſual impulſe guides 
The mind of man: his new exploit of arms 
(For now he looks to Parthia) may take up 
His total fervour, nor permit to fall | 


This neareſt thunder hanging o'er our heads. n 


38 IGNATIUS. 


By 416 0 or ſome diviner has, can God 
_ Fen yet between his helpleſs ſervants ſtand 


And the black day 7 
— ' AGATHOPUS. 


A glorious day, O Philo, 
When perſecution low'rs! I call it ſun-ſhine, 
Which quickens the dull boſom of the church _ 

To bold productions and a bloom of virtues. 
Yes, ſuch a worthy juncture I much long for, 

When chriſtian zeal henumb'd and dead thro' eaſe, 

| Glows with young life, feels the more copious flow 
Of ghoſtly aids; and, as the dangers riſe, R 
Heightens its pulſe and fills up all its greatneſs. * 
Then is the time of crowns ; of grants profuſe H 
(Compleat remiſſion, open Paradiſe, A 
With power to intercede for common ſouls) 
To gen'rous motives of intenſer duty, | 
Which while the ſuff*rer ſees, ſerene and glad 


31 . 0) fur mc hu had, 


th na 


He thanks the impious hand that help'd him forward, B 

PHILO. T 
Ev'n there methinks there's ſo: mething to dejett me. 7 
Muſt J obtain my glory by the guilt | 7 


Of other men, of no leſs lovely make 58 | F 
Original, and Olfbpting of one God ! . 
This thought may damp whom death itſelf invites ; 


eſides, 1 wiſh not > res ſince I know not | De 
Who then ſhall Rand. N | 155 Of 
AGATHOPUS, 

| Whoever haves his Lord! Ne 

Whoever hath conteniplined the croſs, | Ha 


And felt the death of Chriſt thro' all its meaning: ED 
| | Thro 


rd | 


Bro 
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| Thro' all its benefits, thro' all its charts. of 


He, reconcil 'd to pain and far removd | 

Carries devoted blood, which, more than . 

Pants to be ſpilt upon its Maſter's grave. 

The hypocrite will ſhrink: but highly welcome 

That edge of danger which pares off ſuch members. 
PHILO. | 


I think the love of Chriſt need not ar 


Such blunt importunate deſire of death. 


| AGATHOPUS. 
Recall th'unworthy thought ! and ſearch thy heart, | 
My Philo; for I fear theſe ſober minds 
Have worldly luſts at bottom. Haply fame 
As pop'lar favour make thy lot too {ſweet ? 


PHILO. 


I own 'tis ſweet to love and to be lov'd 

By all Chriſt's people; it may richly comfort. 
This mortal ſtate ; and could it riſe ſo high, 
That from this ſourct i irregular attachment. 

To life ſhould ſpring, I'd argue back and ſfay 
"Twas not irregular, for here 'twas heaven. 
Fame, if it ſhone, my frailties keep me cool, 


1 AGATHOPUS. 
Does not the ſpecious luxury detain thee 
Of worldly peace and ſoft unruffled eaſe ? 

 PHILO. 


No: I ſtill fee all my concerns below 
Kang by a dubious thread. Am I call d forth | 2h 
ES 5 4 | To 


a IGNATIUS. 


To action or to luff ing, I can meet 
From no enervate reſt. the ſtronger n, 
Of this _ En 


| AGATHOPUS. 


Once more; perhaps hs cauſe 
12 woman; pow'rful to bring back to earth 
Ev'n tow'ring ſouls, and kindle up afreſh 
The light, the taſte, the fyſtem of old nature. 


PHILO. 


In vain you ſeek the cauſe, my jealous friend, 
Why I love life. A thing you little gueſs 
Hou far I am from loving! Who indeed 
Whoſe ſoul has any fire can take delight 
In ſuch a blind exiſtence ; which ties down 
Theſe ſeraph minds t'attend a dull machine, 
To feed and doze, rejoice and fret the ſame 
With animals? which now by ſanguine hope, 
Ideas gay, illuminates all o'er | 
The cred'lous heart; and then with ſtrange ſurmiſe 
And grief myſdiious ſo invelopes all, 
That wiſdom doubts, tho tis indeed one thing, 
Or to deſpiſe, or uſe, and balance both. 5 
T have fo little ting in this life 
Firm to my thoughts, that it could not ſupport n me. 
To live out one day more, did I not look 
To reaſons in the depths of providence; 
For I muſt own, Agathopus, I think, 
Theſe things are not in vain : Our Maker's hand 
Hath plac'd ſome virtue in this earthly proceſ 
Ta work us in the end furpriing good. 


*. 


IG NAT IVUs. 
AGATHOPUS. 


0 Philo, from the croſs of Chriſt alone 

Derive thy good! His church is a new world, 

Where all thy fate and all thy buſineſs lie. 

And ſince thou'rt cold about a ſpeedy paſſage 

Into thy Maſter's joy, I muſt at leaſt | 
Queſtion thy chriſtian hope. Feel'ſt thou the pledge 
Ot bleſſed reſurrection? Does thy heart 

Within thee leap to meet the laſt great ſcenes ? 


PHILO. 


Tho' well perſuaded that theſe ſins of mine, 
Incumbrances ſo maſly to the zeal 

Of a whole mortal life, will ne'er reſiſt 
When the great Father ſhall one day ſhine forth, 
Reſtoring exil'd man; yet ſcarce I dare 
Connect myſelf and glory in one thought : 

] do but caſt me in the croud of beings 

On God's broad mercy, as a mighty tide 
n it's peeviſh offspring ſafe to harbour. 


AGATH OPUS. 


I underſtand FE Philo, and may'ft thou 

Now underſtand how far below the goſpel 
Thy ſoul conſents to dwell. The friends of Chriſt 
Don't ſtrive with ſin, but trample under foot 

It's poor exploded antiquated ſtrength. | 
They don't rely on ſome benign event 

From the wide wheel of things, but pierce directly 
Where Jeſus now admits them, and ordains 

Their thrones in bliſs: Hence they in ſpirit ſtand, 
Free from all ſpot, amidit the train of heaven, 
And ſee God's face, whoſe full and conſtant ſmile 


* 


Doth 


A IGNATIUS. 


Doth ſo attend them thro' the wilds of life, 
That natural dejection, flitting fears 
And all viciſſitude is ſwallowed up 
In one ſtill dawn of that eternal day 
But ſee the rev'rend biſhop coming forth, 


IGNATIUS. 


I hope, my ſons, at this important ſeaſon 
No idle talk employ'd you ; Learn betimes | 
With tender ſenſe to hear the church's burden. 
But I muſt praiſe the plate where you have choſe 
Your morning ſtand. For hence we look around 
And ſee ſo many roofs, where pray'r inceffant, 
With mighty thoughts of heart and fervent faith, 
Is offered up to heavin. Heat Thon, my Lord, 
"Thy people s voice and give them peace this day | 


AATHOPUS. 

Our meditations, father, were the ſame 
With yours, about th'impending perſecution, | 
IGNATIUS. M1 
And don't you think it ſtrange, Agathopus, 
And Philo, miniſters and witneſſes | 


Of the mere love and innocent meek life 
Of chriſtians, that they ſhould be hated thus? 


 AGATHOPUS. © 
The laws of Chriſt condemn a vicious world. 
And eall it to revenge. 


eee AHAS Am A 


1 


[US, 


Above their years, mark all their father ſays, 


IGNATIUS. 6 


IGNATIUS. 

| Tho' that be true, 
Yet ſtill our human foes are chiefly found eg 
Poor inſtruments t'exert a foreign malice, 
Whoſe depth and horror is beyond the heart 
Of filly fleſh and blood. That ancient rival 
Ot God's dear Son purſues the potentate 
In us his ſubjects, and retains the nations 
With all th'enchanting ſweet and pow'r of evil, 
To form his wretched-pomp and fight his war. 
When heathen hoſts attack'd of old the race 
Of choſen Iſrael, *twas in truth a ſiege 
Suſtain'd by Jeſus in his little fort 
From the dark legions. Then the outſtretch'd arm, 
But now, the croſs muſt conquer. Tell me therefore 
As in your miniſtries you have obſerv'd, 


Hd would my flock receive that bitter cup? 


PHILO. 
Firm in the faith. 
_ , AGATHOPUS. 


Ardent for martyrdom ! 
1 yeſterday convey d to a poor man 58 
His dole of public alms : Give me,” ſaid he, 

* But one day's bread; I hope to want no more.” 
Huſband and wife and other friends take leave 
Each time they're call'd from one another's ſiglit, 
As not to meet 'till in the world of ſpirits. | 
When at their work, Fulſil your taſk,” they ery, 


Poor hands; this drudgery will ſoon be o'er! 


At meals is ſcripture read! They ſeem to need 
No earthly food: Is reſurrection named? 
They loath zt. Children now intelligent 


Look 


"4 TICNATIUS. 


Look in his face and cry, Shan't we die too? 

The father in the ſlumbers of the night 

Sees a bright angel wave him to the tortures; 

He cries, ©I come!“ And when he wakes, he finds 

His ſpir't half looſen'd from his mortal priſon. 

The women now think of no ornaments 

But ſhackles: Every boſom, weak before, 

For the grand trial a big ſoul reſerves. 

Already to the lot of martyrs rai{'d 

All ſee each other. Ev'ry face more ſhining 
And more augult each little threſhold ſeems, 


_ IGNATIUS. 


I'm glad my 13 ſo well prepar d. 

But I've a ſecret hope, that providence 

Means not ſo much: the blow of perſecution 

May light indeed, but yet ſtop ſhort of them. 

Trajanus is accounted far from cruel, 

Moſt gentle in the gen'ral and humane: 

Perhaps it will content him to chaſtiſe 

Numbers in one. How joyfully ſhould I 

Buy the flock's ſafety with my fingle danger! 

But come, Agathopits, our holy books 

Muſt be hid ſomew here, for they ſhall not die. 
[Excunt Tgnat. and Agath, 


PHILO, 


Reverſing thy propoſal, O Ignatius, 

How many lives in Antioch would redeem 

Thy ſingle breath! But heav'n's great law (we own) 
Pleads on thy ſide : which loves to ſnatch away 

The talleſt ſaint, and force his raw dependents, 
Forſaken branches,” to ſtrike root e es. 


[Noiſe without. 


I know 


th,.. 


IGNATIVS. 44 


know that noiſe; it is the Emperor's chariot: * 


He fails not daily on a plain hard by 

To exerciſe his ſoldiers. He went out 

This morning with the dawn. O let him teach 
Us to be wiſe, and wage a better wartaves” 


But hat is this? ? Here's part of his retinue 
Bending this way. I'll ſtand aſide and watch them. 


Enter SOLDIERS. 


H SOLDIER. 


What ſhould theſe cri be? Methinks for once 
I'd ſee what paſſes in their meeting. 


Second SOLDIER. 


— . 
Their meeting's in the dark, where they commit 
Adultery and quaff the Blood of infants. 


Firſt SOLDIER. 


I cannot think ſo: they are ſimple people, 
Given to fancies but of no ill meaning. 


Second SOLDIER. 


Why then ſhould our wiſe Emp'ror be ſo bent 
Againſt them? As he drove through yonder gate, 

He caſt his eye this way. O here,” ſays he, 

In theſe back lanes and fortorn ſkirts of Antioch, 
The new ſect chiefly dwell. In vain do we 

„Give laws to nations, if the dregs of men 
May thus outbrave us. Tho' to-day we march 
© Onwards to Parthia, I muſt cruſh this evil 


. * Reforc 


PY 1GNATIUS. 


« Before I ſtir. Sons of you inſtantly 
© The chriſtian Biſhop ſeek, and bring him to us.“ 


; = Third SOLDIER. 
N But now tis time to aſk which is his door: 

| | And ſee, here's one can tell us: Friend, where Wer 
Ignatius? : 


PHILO. 


There. the houſe is juſt before you. 
| [ Exeunt Soldiers. 
Good ſhepherd! Soon his wiſh was heard. O Lord, 
Grant him Thy ſtrength, and guide what now enſues. 


CY 9. Jon bd hi dt as at 


Exil. 
* 
TTT | x 
SCENE II. 2 x 


Scene changes to a Room of State......TRAJAN feated ant 4; 
attended... IG AT1US brought in by the Soldiers. En 


TRAA. 
| W HAT : art thou, wretch ! puſh'd on by thy ill green 
Not only to oppoſe my will, nor own 


The gods of Rome, but other * fouls | 
j Inveigle to tlieir ruin! 


2 1GNA 


IGNATIUS. =—_ 
IGNATIUS. 


3 Noble Emperor, 
bear (and not in vain, thro' grace divine) 
A name of better import than to be 
Or wretched or demoniac. No, the man 
Who is Theophorus can ne'er want joy; 
Is raiſ'd above the reach of miſery, < 
Is freed from dæmon's pow'r ;....nor only freed, 
ö Put able to controul and fcourge the toe. 
ers. WW As I with eaſe their every ſnare diffolve, 
Suſtain'd by Chriſt the heavenly King. 


211 _ TRAFAN. 5 
| Wl: Explain, 
What mean'ſt thou by the name Theophorus ? 
| IGNATIUS. 


Tis he, whoſe foul is ever full of God, 
*Fis he, who carries Chriſt within his breaſt. 
IRAIAN. 
ant And think'ft thou that in us no gods reſide, 
Enjoying as we do their aid in battle? 
| IGNATIUS. 
Whom you call gods, and, miſinform'd adore, 
Are dæmons of the nations. One alone | 
True God there is, who. made the earth and ſk, 
And all things in them; and one Fefus Chriſt, 
Son of his love, whole kingdom be my portion! 
 TRAJAN. 


Thou mean'ft the ſame whom Pilate crucify'd ? 


ans, 


GNA. 


3NA 


Ws:  rYONATEUS 


1GNATIUS. : 

Him I do mean who crucifi'd my fin, | 
j Together with its author; and ſubdued 
3 The realm of darkneſs, {gladly I repeat 
* Wat I on this occaſion prove and feel) ö 
N Under the:r feet who carry him in heart. 
f TRATJAN. 
4 So then the Crucify'd les yet in thee ? 
4 He does; for thus the gracious promiſe runs, 
11 „In them I'll walk and in their hearts I'll dwell.” 
x Thus, werefor> TI conclude: ſince this fond man E 
4 Aﬀirms o ic phraſe, that ſtill in him | 
3 Jhe c :4l ves, whom to the croſs we doom' d, 1 An 
4 Let hit be carried to Imperial Rome, An 
4 And, orry'd by wild peaſts, divert the people. Pee 
L Jen of our folders guard him; and juſt now | Ot 
4 Put on his chains. We'll hafle to higher cares. Na 
5 From quel!'d ohmions pals to conquer lands. An 
. | They put on Ignatius' s Chains. Li 
9 [Exit Trajan. Sha 
. IGNATIUS. 
4 Purſue thy glory, Trajan; I of mine J ſa 
ik Am now polleſt : thanks to my gracious Lord, | Ha! 
L That for his love and faith in his firm word _- The 
4 I'm bound in irons with the great St. Paul, Sha 


Am call d to ſufforings aud can bleſs the call! 


END OF THE FIRST ACT. | t 
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IGNATIUS. 49 


ACT 11.....SCENE I. 


ScENE The Chriſtnans Place of religious Aſſemblies. 
The People coming in at the lower End of the Place. 


AGATHOPUS, PHILO. 
AGATHOPUS. 


How happy 1s our office, thus to ſtand 
And ſerve the brotherhood; diſpatch th' affairs, 


And by a nearer view admire the graces, 


Peculiar ſentiments, and varied virtue 
Ok thouſand lovely ſouls all taught of God! 
Nay, ev'n ſo often to tell over names 


And faces mark'd for glory, gives a pleaſure, 


Like that wherewith the prophet's angel once 
Shall paſs along ſealing the ſons of light. 


7 PHILO. 
I ſadly mourn thoſe few whoſe lapſe and frailty 


Hath raz'd them from our liſt : but real ſeems 


Their penitence, tho' ſcarce fulfill'd its period: 
Shall we propoſe them to the hiſhop's mercy 71 


E AGA- 


t In the primitive church the time of ſeparation form the church was 
ſhortened to thoſe who had fallen under cenſure, by the recommenda- 
nous of confeſſors, or thoſe going to ſuffer martyrdom. | 


30 IGNATIUS. 
AGATHOPUS. 


Yes, at this time, for perſecution's hour 
The canon ſuperſedes: Now guilty ſouls, 
Releas'd from other diſcipline, have leave 
To purge their ſins in blood; and bluſhing bear 
The rank of faithful with them to the dead. 
| Now alſo the young hearts of catechumens 
Should be admitted to the chriſtian voyage; 
Whoſe courſe, ſoon finiſh'd, may perhaps ne'er know 
That gradual conflux of temptation's waves 
Which meets and ihakes our common perſeverance. 
But where is Dirce ? We muſt ſpeak with her. 
PHILO: 
Yonder ſhe is. „ 
AGATHOPUS. 
Then beckon to her Philo. | 
{Philo beckons, and Dirce comes up to them.) 
 AGATHOPUS. 
My ſiſter, this is the laſt time you'll ſee 
Our gentle biſhop; therefore now conſider 
If there be any ſoul under your nand 
That he may be of ule to ? 
| DIRCE. So 
| 45 The good biſhop 
Is uſeful like the day, a gen'ral guide | 
And comfort to us in our ſev'ral paths; 
But otherwiſe, there's none within my charge 
Wants any more partic'lar ray of light. 
AGATHOPUS. 
None prone to ſadneſs, or perplex d with doubts? _ 
nt 9 DIRCE. 


. 


CE. 


IGNATIUS. 
DIRCE. 


That caſe I own is frequent in our ſex; 
From tenderneſs of frame, and more ſincere 


| And cloſe attention to religious cares. 


But all at preſent walk in ſuch ſtrong works, 
And fervent darings of exerted zeal, 


That there's no room for ſcruples or for clouds 


To gather on the ſoul. Each ſofteſt mind 
Stands now above 1ts uſual lets and fears 
As in another region; and collected 


Into itſelf, ſecure of Chriſt within, 


Darts with'a bolder motion thro” this life, 
Nor needs the friend, and breaks thro' ev'ry foe: 


PHILO. 


This 18. a paſtor* s joy, when his whole flock 
So full of Chriſt, uſe him for order's ſake 

As if they us'd him not. But what's become 
Of the deſign'd eſpouſals of Maria, 

For learning fam'd, and by Ignatius deem'd 
Pattern of female virtues, with the brother 
Approv'd of by her ? 


DIRCE. 


When both ſo * above mortality 


May be with Chriſt, they drop with joint conſent 
Such thoughts, though holy, nor unworthy thoſe 
Who love the Lord no leſs, but at more Glance 


Wait to put on the privilege of angels. 
Maria now breathes her devoted heart 
In pray'r; is far ſuperior to poor hopes 


From ought beneath the ſkies. Yet as ſhe ſaw 


E a 


At this mf) time, 


52 


Worth 


52 1GNATIUS. 


Worth in that brother, and the grace of Chriſt 
Bright'ning his ſoul, ſhe does not ſtil] dildain | 
The thought of meeting him among bleſt myriads 
With ſome peculiar and immortal friendſhip. 
AGATHOPUS. 


| My Ds thou haſt been for ſev 'ral years 
A faithful leader of the lambs of Chriſt ; 
And many ſouls by thy maternal voice, 
In the hard conflict and the wav'ring hour, 
Have took the courage to caſt off this world : 
Thou may'it expect, if any female blood 
Is ſhed, it will be thine. 


DIRCE. 


| Welcome the day! 
1 think I have 1 blood about my heart, 

Tho' cold and wither'd in this outward frame, 

That would not ſhun to be pour'd out for Jeſus. 


PH ILO. 
f Behold the people in great numbers preſent, | 
 AGATHOPUS. 


T']1 ſpeak to them... My brethren and my ſiſters, 
To your reſpective places. You ſhall hear 

Once more the good Ignatius. With much pain 
He has the r: conſent. O! here he is. 


Enter 1 2 N 4 7 I US, guarded by the Soldiers, 
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ICNATIUS. 


I thank you for your gentleneſs, my keepers ! 
My ſpeech is firſt to you, and if there's here 
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IGNATIUS, 53 


Any beſide, a ſtranger to our faith. 

Here 'tis we meet; and you ſhall hear our doctrine, 
Which, as you truly ſay, is moſtly taught 

In corners, But this Jecrecy, not guilt, 

But meekneſs that would not offend, perſuades, 
Our holy purpoſe and our pure ably 

Fears not the light, but aſks a fuller light 

Than this weak world can ſee by. That great day 
Which is reveal'd in fire and in the blaze 

Of higheſt truth and reaſon, ſhall approve 
What we poor worms have acted in this place, 
And Angels, who are fixt attendants here, 
When they report in language of their world, 

The hymn, the pray'r, the fellowſhip of ſaints, 

It ſounds nor crime nor folly. True it is, 


Ne differ ſomewhat in our form of life 


From other men, And ſingularity, 

It needleſs and fantaſtic, has no comfort 

When public hatred frowns. Nor would that ſcheme 
Deſerve the ſtreſs of ſuffering zeal, whoſe worth 


Lay in fine notions; but could not relieve 


With real ſtrength the lab'ring heart, nor alter, 
By operation deep, our wretched being. 

But if, by ſeal of God and true experience 

Ot ſome few happy ſouls, a dottrine ſtands 


Commended, as the med'cine of our nature, 


Which every ſeed of woe ſubdues within: 
Then, ſure, amidſt the anger of ſick minds, 
Amidſt all dangers of the friendly teacher, 
It muſt be taught. And ſuch is our religion, 
Great in itfelf by ſolid gifts of grace; 

It's lovely ſecret healthful to mankind. 


This we hold forth, couch'd under decent rites, | 
E 3 | Which; 
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54 1IGNATIUS. 


Which, while you look upon as ſingular, 

Are us'd with ſocial heart. For thus we think 
You now 1dolaters do darkly mean 

The God we ſerve, and will with vaſt relentings 
Diſcover him at laſt. | 


SOLDIERS. 


Old man forbear! 


You've liberty to ſpeak, but not diſparage 


The Emperor's religion. 


IGNATIUS. 
Now to you, 


Belov'd in Chriſt, I turn. I have aſſerted 


What you'll atteſt, that as by proper laws 


And many ſpecial cuſtoms we are ſever'd 

A choſen body from the world about us: 
So the diſtinftion well is juſtified _ 
By inward graces and peculiar bliſs 


Within this body felt. Are there not here 


Men who can ſay, in ſoberneſs and truth, 
That guilt is done away, and innocence 


Fearleſs and free reſtor'd within their breaſts ? 


That vice with dark inextricable bands 


No more detains, nor drives to acts of ſhame 


The bluſhing, reaſoning, reluttant mind; 


That for the paſſions which by turns inſpire 
The worthleſs life of nature, anger, {loth, 
And avarice, and pride, pure love prevails, - 


 Kindled by heaven, nor by a bad world quench'd? 


That they have inwardly exchang'd their climate, 
And paſs'd from death to life; ſo that their heart, 
Heal'd and exulting from it's deep receſs, 
Returns this anſwer: That the pow'r of evil, 


IM 


IGNATIUS. 65 


The fling of pain, and terrors of the grave, 

Are now no more; or but at diſtance rage 

In taithleſs minds; while not a dart can reach 
Their citadel of peace in Jeſu's love? 

That they, in ſhort, to God's paternal face 

And firm affettion can appeal and look, 

Nor earthly griefs dare intercept the proſpett; 
But ſtill to every want they feel as men, 

To every prieſtly charitable pray'r _ 

They breathe as ſaints of God; his car and pow r 
Are migh : till thus, by conſtant uſe and proof 
Of aid celeſtial, heav'n is more than earth | 
Their home, the country of their heart and commerce | 
It thus it 1s, and has been felt amongſt = | 
What can I ſay but this, Value and keep 

Your happineſs in Chriſt! Weak are my words 
To teach whom he enlightens. Glad I am, 
However, that his love has fir'd my tongue 

To bear ſuch witneſs to his grace and blood, 


As mov'd you oft to make a deeper ſearch 


Into that myſtery ; till a glance from Him, 
Fraught with the thing itſelf, left you and me 
Happy and dumb before our bounteous Lord 


As I now am. O Feſu, thou art all! 


AGATHOPUS. 


Father, the penitents with tears beſeech vou 
To think of them before you go. 


 IGNATIUS, | 
- Poor Men! 
Let them draw near; declare the truth, my Sang. 
To leave the loving Saviour, 18 it not 


E 4 


„ monate 


Which, while you look upon as ſingular, 

Are us'd with ſocial heart. For thus we think 
You now idolaters do darkly mean 

The God we ſerve, and will with vaſt relentings 
Diſcover him at laſt. — | 


SOLDIERS. 


Old man forbear ! | 


| You've erty: to ſpeak, but not diſparage 
The e s religion. 


_IGNAT 10s. 


Now to you, 
 Belov'd in Chriſt, I turn. I have aſſerted 
What you'll atteſt, that as by proper laws 

And many ſpecial cuſtoms we are ſever'd 

A choſen body from the world about us: 

So the diſtinction well is juſtified _ 

By inward graces and peculiar bliſs 

Within this body felt. Are there not here 

Men who can ſay, in ſoberneſs and truth, 

That guilt is done away, and innocence 
Fearleſs and free reſtor'd within their breaſts ? 
That vice with dark inextricable hands 

No more detains, nor drives to acts of ſhame 
The bluſhing, reaſoning, reluctant mind ; 
That for the paſſions which by turns inſpire 

The worthleſs life of nature, anger, ſloth. 

And avarice, and pride, pure love prevails, 
Kindled by heaven, nor by a bad world quench'd ? 
That they have inwardly exchang'd their climate, 
And paſs'd from death to life; ſo that their heart, 
Heal'd and exulting from it's deep receſs, 
Returns this anſwer : That the pow'r of evil, 


The 


he 
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The ſting of pain, and terrors of the grave, 
Are now no more; or but at diſtance rage 

In faithleſs minds; while not a dart can reach 
Their citadel of peace in Jeſu's love? 

That they, in ſhort, to God's paternal face 

And firm affettion can appeal and look, 

Nor ear thly griets dare intercept the proſpett; 
But ſtill to every want they feel as men, 

To every prieltly charitable pray's _ | 
They breathe as ſaints of God; his ear and pow'r 
Are nigh : till thus, by conſtant uſe and proof 
Of aid cœleſtial, heav'n is more than earth 
Their home, the country of their heart and commerce? 
If thus it is, and has been felt amongſt us, 

What can I ſay but this, Value and keep 

Your happineſs in Chriſt! Weak are my words 
To teach whom he enlightens. Glad I am, 
However, that his love has fir'd my tongue 

To bear ſuch witneſs to his grace and blood, 

As mov'd you oft to make a deeper ſearch 

Into that myſtery ; till a glance from Him, 
Fraught with the thing itſelf, left you and me 
Happy and dumb before our bounteous Lord - 

As I now am. O Jeſu, thou art all! 


AGATHOPUS. 
Father, the penitents with tears beſeech you | | 
To think of them before you go. 
IGNATIUS. 
Poor — 


Let them draw near; declare the truth, my Sons. 
To leave the loving Saviour, is it not 


E 4 


56 IGNATIUS. 


A bitter thing? Is it not worſe than death? 
Have you enjoy'd one eaſy hour by all 
That human wealth or wiſdom could do for you, 


While wretchedly by ſin cut off from Him 


And from his people's fellowſhip ? 


PENITENTS. 

TS. O no! 

Thro' deſarts we have walk'd and found no reſt. 
ICNATIUS. 


Then may you find it now ! May our good Lord 
Shine forth again with healing aſpect on you! 
Be as you were before with him and us! 

Only remember, that the life of faith 

Loſes in joy and luſtre by each fall, 

Altho' the ſubſtance be retriev'd. 


PENITENTS. 


| Dear Saviour, 
Receive us to the meaneſt of thy manſions ! 


: PHILO. 
The catechumens too your pleaſure wait. 
IGNATIUS. 


Come hither ye, whom from an evil world 
The name of Jeſus draws! you count him ſweet, 


And great, and mighty, by that glimm'ring light 


Your novice minds have gain'd. You venerate 

That full acquaintance, and that vital union 
Whereby the faithful know him : And to this 
You now aſpire. But can you then let go 
Your manly wiſdom, and become as babes 
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IGNATIUS. 57 


To learn new maxims and the mind of Chriſt ? 
Can you forſake your former eaſe,and ſun- ſhine 
Taliociate with a poor afflicted people, 
The ſcorn of all mankind? Can you the weight 
Of your whole ſouls, with all your hopes of God. 
Reit on a long paſt attion ; and that ſuch 
As your Lord's myſtic but opprobrious death; 
Or on events which viſtonary ſeem, 
A reſurrection, and ſome ſecond world? 
Can you ſuch gratitude and fov'reign love 
Contract for One, who but with grace unſeen 
Aſſiſts you inwardly ; that for His ſake 
You'll crucity your fleſh, curb your own will, 
And nothing but his ſervants be in life ? 
Dare you henceforward undertake theſe things? 


| CATECHUMENS. 
We have conſider d them, and by God's help 
We dare. 
 IGNATIUS. 


Then you ſhall ſoon, by N rites, 
Among us be admitted: and mean while, 
If dear and bleſſed you account this day, 
Sing your firſt praiſes to your Maſter's honour. 

be SS 5 . : ; 

_ CATECHUMENS ing. 

I 
O thou, who doſt lead each ignorant lamb 
Of thy royal flock in Wiſdom's bright ways, 
| Enable thy children, cloſe knit in thy name, 


' 2 Chriſt, friend of weak ones, with pure hearts to praiſe! 


To „ 3 II. Thou 


E IGNATIUS, 


Thou art the great Word, and Wildon of God, | Th 
The Saviour of ſouls; o'ercome by thy charms _ | To 
Ev'n hearts cold and hopeleſs, deep ſunk in fan's flood, Be 
A taſte of thy ſweetneſs ſoon raiſes and warms, | To 
III. | Or 

Be therefore our prince, our glory and guide; Bu 
Thy ſteps are the path to virtue and blifs ſ | Ot 
Who drink of thy Spirit, and in thee confide, De 
Their works are all comely, there's nothing amiſs, Soc 
IV. Wi 

| | Roc 

Grant us in thy word and grace ſo to graw, Be 1 
That more ſolid praiſe to thee we may lung, , Ws 


In life and in doctrine inceſſantly ſhew - 


Our whole heart is juſtly giv'n up to our King, Pler 
v To: 
| | | | Chr 
To God's holy Child, fo ſtrong to redeem, Suff 
By us, who thro' grace his likeneſs do bear, | But 
Be glory for ever, while rooted in Him, . Don 
A people of prudence and peace we appear." | | Ee 
| Dol 
AGATHOPUS. Br. 
| Now ftand among the brethren, and partake | Diſp 
What further ſhall be ſaid, \ MW Got 
Cat. and Pen. and among the Brethren. in m 
{Anc 
IGNATIUS. 1 Wh: 
| Vill 
If any church 
| | In hi 
Ils more oblig d than others to maintain phile 


I be purity of faith, the flame of love, 
And ſearch the perfect meaning of the goſpel, 
. 5 | | "Tis 


"EN. 


Tis 
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'Tis ours, where firſt began the name of chriſtians. 
That name is much adorn'd by due demeanour _ 

To thoſe without ; with meekneſs of ſtrong minds, 
Bearing what'er in blindneſs they ſhall do 

To grieve us ; nor rejetling government, 

Or ought that s wiſe or good in this world's courſe; 
But above all, that bleſſed knot be kept 

Of peace and love within ourſelves. Tis this 
Detains our Lord among us; who departs 

Soon, like the ſoul, from torn diſſever'd limbs. 
While this continues, Satan ſhall not find 

Room to infuſe his miſchief; nor ſhall I 

Be wanted ; you will all ſupport and build 

Each other up. Be jealous then that nought, 
Plenty, nor fame, nor gifts of grace, be {ſweet 

To any, but in common with lus brethren. 

Chriſt in each other ſee and ſerve: nor let 
Suſpicions or reſentments riſe þetwixt you. 

But one word more: Sacred, you know, with us, 
Domeſtic order is and decency; 

Let thoſe who ſhould obey and learn, ſubmit 

Moſt gladly ſo to do, their eaſier lot; 

Thoſe who ſhould teach and govern, as for Chriſt, 
Diſpaſſionate and prudent, fill their place. | 
Go thus thro' life, where poverty and toil 

In meaneſt occupation you muſt ſuffer, 

And well you may with Chriſt within) if not 

The fiery trial. But our Lord will lee, 

While you cleave to him, how to lead you on. 

In his great name I leave my Bleſſing with you! 
Philo, Agathopus, you'll go with me. pays 
| AGATHO- 


6 IGNATIUS. 


| AGATHOPUS. 
We as thank you, father. 
PHILO. 
FE But you, brethren, 
Bear on your heart your paſtor's love, and ſtrive 
If in life's eaſy common road you live, 
Yet ſtill proportionably ſtrong to feel | 
The truths for which be goes his blood to ſpill ! 


END OF THE SECOND ACT. 


| Exeunt, 


ACT 111.....SCENE I. 


ScENE Smyrna. An outer Chamber in Polycarp's Houſe, 


— 


IGNATIUS guarded by SOLDIERS. 


IGNATIUS /afide} 


'T ws; is the matiſion of good Polycarp, 
Diſciple with me once of bleſſed John; 

He's widifpos'd, or he had run to meet me. 
Sweet interview I hope for, if theſe Leopards 
Will but permit. Harſh have they been to me: 
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ouſe, 


Do 


IGNATIUS. 61 


Do thou, O Lord, return it on their heads 
In ſoft converting grace. I'll ſpeak to them. 
Did you obſerve, my friends, what paſt at ſea? 


Firſl SOLDIER. 


We are not ſenſeleſs: yes, there was a ſtorm 


Which luſtily employed the ſkilful hands 
Of our brave ſailors. | 


IGNAT IS. 


But are you aware 


Of that good providence and pow'r divine 
Which ſav'd you in the rougheſt hour of danger, 
That now at eaſe you might admire his love? 


SOLDIER. 


This is your way, ye moralizing ſect! 


On every ſight, or accident in life, 

You introduce your God, your myſtery ; 

As if all life were ſome religious thing. 
Then you rip up our faults; yet can't retain 
The air of maſters long: for when we ſhew 
Our juſt reſentment, you, like ſilly ſlaves, 
Tamely digeſt both mockery and blows. 


IGNATIUS. 


May you in time know from what fund of ſout 


All this proceeds; what energy within 


Makes Ur nels | 
SOLDIER. 


Old man, we are not thy diſciples, | 
But keepers; ; ſave thy voice for them that ſeek it. 


IGNA- 


62 IGNATIUS. 
„ 
Then my requeſt will ſuit your inclinations. 


Shall I have leave while we abide at Smyrna, 
T” aſſociate with a brother in this place? 


SOLDIER. 


Yes, in our eye. But we ſhall cut you ſhort 

Amidſt your chat and ſolemn pageantry 

Of ſighs, and prayers, and ſongs, and ſentences, 

So tedious when you meet. For ſoon at Rome 

The ſports come on, and we mult bring the biſhop 
Where a throng'd audience will as uſual wait 

His looks and geſture; likely now to yield 
Humane for once, ſome pleaſure to mankind, 

Go to your friend and place us in ſome corner, 


SCENE II. 
SCENE opens lo an inner . . Por. YCARP ſiting at 
one ind: IGNAT1US goes up to m. SOLDIERS retire 


to the other End of the Room. 


IGNATIUS, POLYCARP. 


IGNATIUS. 


| How i is my friend? Feels he the mortal part. 
Opprels the fervent ſoul ? 


POLY- 


r at 


ire 


POLYCARP. 


Not much, my brother, 
'Tis but a flight diſorder, and my Saviour 
Is doubly careful to ſupport within 
My weary heart with pledges of his love. 
IGNATIUS. 


[little thought, dear men, again 
To ſee thy face 


OL YEAR 


| Full many rounds indeed 
Have time, and human things, and human thoughts _ 


Gone through, ſince we before fat thus together. 
IGNATIUS. 
We then were younger, but not otherwiſe 


Much diffrent : for the whirlpool of blind paſſion 
Was, from the firſt, no element of ours, 


POLYCARP. 


Juſt; as we launch'd into a dangerous world 


God ſent us a good pilot. 


IGNATIUS. 
So be did. 


I often think, and ſhall to my laſt breath, 
Ot the laſt hours we ſpent with that great man. 


POLY CARP. 


Is it partiality, or is it inſight 

Into the ſyſtem of a dear friend's conduct, 
That makes each little thing, he ſays or does; 
Speak more to us, than others are aware of ? 


But 
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64 IGNATIUS, 


But ſo it is. I ſee the bolineſi 


Of John, not only in his elevations 


That ſtruck mankind, but even where he ſeem'd 
T' expreſs the human and the frailer ſide. 
Thus in his playing, to unbend the mind 


With a tame partridge, there's a tacit ſlur 
On mortal care, as if he ſaid, © Be eaſy, 
Vour projects and this play meet in a point.“ 


So when old man, for lack of memory 
And matter, as it ſeem'd, he oft repeated 


One leſſon, Love the brethren.” "Twas, we know, 


A thought extratted from a world of thinking. 
IGNATIUS. 
Yes, charity was always his chief theme, 
POLYCARP. 
And that * om reaſonings not at all favine, 
Whate'er they were, I'm apt to think, the man 


That could ſurround the ſum of things, and ſpy 
The heart of God and ſecrets of his empire, 


Would ſpeak but love: with him the bright reſult 


Would change the hue of intermediate ſcenes, 
And make one thing of all theology. 

And John, 'ts certain had an eagle's eye: 

He ſaw whence all creation firſt began, 

How it now hes, and where it ends at laſt: 
He ſaw the mighty Locos moving through it 
(Guardian of beings firſt within himſelf) 
Ardent i educe the powers and vary'd beauties 
Of the deep Godhead, image of His Father. 
And then, to raiſe in purity and joy, 
Atemp'ral world, more lax variety, 

To be the ſecond image; which, as child 


> 


Ot 


IGNATIUS. 


Of groſſer 4 ſhould be cover'd o'er 
With his kind radiance and grow up in Him. 


IGNATIUS. 


I rather ſhould aſſign a nearer ſource, 

Within the bounds of time and of the church, 
For all his ſtrains of love: The Word made fleſh, 
Oft in his hearing gave our holy union 

The honor to ſtand next in ſaving ſouls 


To his own blood. Nay more, had condeſcended 


To be himſelt a Brother ; make but one 


Among a knot of friends: for ſo he ſeem'd, 
Th' apoſtle ſaid, “ to Peter and the reſt, 
An eaſy, free, and but more knowing friend. 


POLYCARP. 


But John was me great favorite: he was ſeated 
Still next to Jeſus 


IGNATIUS. 


| Þ Yes, and might not that 
The near admiſſion to ſuch worth and ſweetneſs 


Give him a bent to love? As 'tis well known, 


A man freſh come from one deſerving object 
Can love a ſpecies in the ſhadow of it. 


POLYCARP. 


That bleſſed converſe ſeem'd indeed the ſofteſt, 
As well as ſtrongeſt image of his mind. 

At Jeſu's name, with recollected awe, 

We'd ſtand adoring : he would drop a tear, 

As for an old acquaintance ; then correct it 
With a mild ſmile, that let down his whole ſoul 


1 John, whoſe diſciple Ignatius Was. 


1 
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To ſimpleſt poſture and a ſtrange repofe. 
Wonder not, ſons, ſaid he, that ſtill my heart 
Emotions feels for Jeſus as a man. 

I know him ſuch, moſt amiable and kind! 
And ev'ry little paſſage of his life 

In fleſb, his walks, his lodging and repaſt, 
Not without ſhifts of poverty, recur. 

How many ſilly queſtions have we aſk'd him, 
While he gave anſwers, that with all their depth 
Would alſo pleaſe? Cheartul he was to us; 
But let me tell you, ſons, he was within 
A penſive man, and always had a load 

Pes his ſpirits. 


IGNATIUS. 


That was for our ſins. 


Mourning was His, that conſtant joy of faith 
Might be the charatter of our poor ſervice, 
Whoſe guilt he bore, and drank up all our curſe. 


 POLYCARP. 
O precious door of hope! how much did John 
Grieve, when the Gnoſtic hereſy would ſhut it, 
Denying Chriſt had fleſh wherein to ſuffer, | 

1GNATIUS. 

This was one reaſon why the holy charge 
Of the bleſt virgin who abode with him, 
Pleas'd him ſo much; ſhe was a monument 
Of Jeſu's true humanity. | 
POLYCARP. 


| As that 
Is likewiſe the great baſis of our hope 


Ot 


IGNATIUS. rx 


Of reſurrection and a glorious change, 
Like His, from mortal to immiortal fleſh. 


IGNATIUS. 


What that immortal fleſh may be, was ſhewn 

To John in awful viſion, when he ſaw 

(And ſcarce could bear the overwhelming favour) 
His Jeſus ſtand before him, now expreſſing 

His heav' nly ſubſtance and his robes of light. 


POLYCARP. 


What large diſcoveries to the end of time 

Were then vouchſaf'd to John! he ſaw the rage 
Ot Antichriſt prevailing, and the love | 

Ot many waxing cold. He ſaw the throne _ 
Where ſits our Lamb, inceſſantly ador'd 

By angel-hoſts, and looking down mean while 
On mortal man, and on his ſuff ring church. 

He faw the mighty judgment and the plagues | 
Ot God's laſt wrath : from which the choſen bands 
Into their New Jeruſalem receiv'd, 

Partake with Jeſus a triumphant reſt. 


IGNATIUS. 


Low at the feet, not only of great John, 
But of the meaneſt ſervant of my Lord, 
May I be found that day ! Yet muſt I tell 
(Since Polycarp's no novice in theſe things) 
What gifts of late, as I draw nearer death, 
Are lent e'en me. I can diſcern the ſwohis 
Of former diſpenſations : both the league 
And diff'rence of chriſtianity and them. 


[ know the ranks and polity of angels, 5 
Fs And 


68. IGNATIVUS:, 


| And by this mouth, predictive of events 


Then future, hath the Father truly ſpoke. l 
POLYCARP. ; 
I do believe it brother,) and my ſoul / 
By fympathy has taſted of thy gifts \ 
While thou doſt ſpeak) for doth not Chriſt indeed A 
Dell in all his, and ſhew forth as he pleaſes, 5 
Or graces which the world calls wonderful, A 
Or thoſe which with mere nature it confounds ? B 
. IGNATIUS. K 
That is another doctrine ſweetly taught B 
Ey our apoſtle; that we live in Chriſt, 8 
Have fellowſhip with him, and on him grow | M 
As branches on the vine; that he's a light, | y 
Vital and chearing to our inward man. 1 
This ſhort deſcription does convey much more By 
Than the moſt labour'd circle of vain words. 
 POLYCARP. 
The ſtation which we hold in Jeſus now, | | 
Redeem'd from earth, no words of man can reach ; W 
But you ſhall quickly know, my dear Ignatius, 
What 'tis to be with him in better regions, To 
You'll ſee his face, and ſee it as a martyr. Aj 
| IGNATIUS. 5 Is ] 
Take comfort Polycarp! your time will come. To 
My deacons ſhould be back. I gave them leave An 
An hour or two to ſee the ſaints of Smyrna. ” 
 POLYCARP. PR: 
Not to learn ought, when they have liv'd at Antioch. | But 


IGNA- 


NA. 


IGNATIUS. .- 


IGNATIUS. 


Yes, an appeal is made (as I perceiv'd 

At ſea (to your chief brethren's light and ſpirit, 
About the Chriſtian life. My two young men 
Are diff rent in their natures; and the warmeſt 
Wants to transform the other to himſelf, 

And this indeed were well, could it be done: 

For I muſt own, Agathopus 1s faithful 

And fervent in the work of Chriſt; the more 
Becuſe he's purely what the goſpel makes him, 
Knowing no taſte or theory beſides. | 
But then the other likewiſe is ſincere; 

Too much indeed entangled with the charms 

Ot philoſophic liberty of thought, 

Milky benevolence, and love of eaſe ; | 
Yet firm at heart to Chriſt; howe'er complexion, 
Like a ſtrong wind, may half a diff*rent way | 
Blow back the ſoul's looſe velit. 


POLY CARP. 


| Is there no uſe 
Whereto this . genius may be turn d? 7 


IGNATIUS. 


To teach the wounded ſelf-abhorring mind 

A ſecret hope and patience with itſelf, 

Is Philo's talent. As his ſenſe is quick 

To equity, and caution, and decorum 

And as he truly loves the human nature, 

He's farther uſeful to reſtrain exceſſes; _ 

And chiefly that, where moſt young converts err, 
A pique and enmity to unbelievers. 

But here they come, 


F 3 | Enter 


Enter PHILO and 464THOPUS. 


PHILO. 


| You're happy, reverend father, 
In ſuch a worthy flock.” | 


A ArHopus. 
But thou) rt condemn'd, 
POLYCARP. 


I've heard the caſe: ſhall I be arbitrator ? 
Judge not each other any more, my ſons ! 
Each has his province: Thou, Agathopus, 


Ol make impetuous, and by grace divine, 


Upright in faith, and full of chriſtian fervor, 

Art deſtin'd to conyert : thou ſhalt diſplay - 

And ſtrike the drowſy world with the ſtrong blaze 
Of Chriſt's religion and its true demands; . 
Which are no lower than thou haſt conceiy'd them, 
Philo ſhall follow thee, by nature form'd | 
To be a comtorter ; and glean up thoſe 

(As his heart ſhews him 'tis the mind of God) 
Not yet ſo firmly bound up in thy bundles, 

Nor mark'd illuſtriouſſy tht Elect of Chriſt, N , 


IGNATIUS. 
I thank you, Polycarp. | 
| { Polycarp looks towards the end » the room. } 
What ſee you there? 
 -POLYCARP.- - 
One of the Soldiers looks extremely thoughtful, 


A ſoftneſs creeping o'er his hardy face; | 7 
Now all the longing that an eye can carry 


n. 


He 


IGNATIUS. ET 


He darts at you : then checks himſelf, and droops 
Fix'd on the earth. One ſtep he juſt has taken, 


But fears to add a fecond.....Shall we call him? 


_ IGNATIUS. 
Yes, by all means. .... Friend, would you ſpeak with me? 


(A Soldier advances from the reſt up to Ignatius 
and Po! 'ycarp.) | 


SOLDIER. 


I am not worthy, holy man, to come 
Into your preſence. 8 


IGNATIUS. 
Why ? what is the matter ? 
SOLDIER. 


Don't you remember that a ſoldier ſtruck you P. . 


3 IGNATIUS. 
I have forgot it. 5 | 
 _ SOLDIER, 

And derided you 


This very morning | ? I was the vile wretch 
That did it: but this heart is humbled ſince, 


IGNATIUS. 


And what can I do for you? 


SOLDIER, 
15 Pardon me. 


That's done: What more? 


F 4 E 
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SOLDIER. 


Il can't tell 1 my ſoul 
| Draws to you ſtrangely. Tis as if it melted. 
To take your mold. I wou'd be what you are! 


IGNATIUS. 
Chriſt make thee ſo, my ſon! 
: SOLDIER. 


Why! can it be . 
1 ſpoke the 3 becauſe methought 'twas ſweet : 
As a poor man, got into ſome brave dream, 
Lends himſelf to it, and keeps ſhut his eyes; 
But when I open them, alas! for me 
There is no hope: I ne'er ſhall be like you! 


I've been a wicked liver all my time. [Weeps. 


IGNATIUS. 
That need not hinder. | 
SOLDIER. 
What not all thoſe vices ? 


Ia 1 name them, but I know they're things ſo ſtrange 


To you, that, tho' 't would eaſe me much, I cannot 
Permit the tale to ſtain your whiteſt thoughts. 
 IGNATIUS. 


Poor man, what'er beneath temptation's hour, 
Thy wand'ring path and broadeſt fooliſhneſs 
Hath been, 't was from a nature not unknown, 
And not unfelt by us. 


sol DIER. 
Are not you holy ? 


IGNA. 


ps. 


16 NATIUS . 58 
IGNATIUS. 


We are, thanks be to Chriſt. 
SOLDIER. 


80 then, J learn 
There lies the med'cine that can help ev'n me! 
What does your Chriſt inſiſt that one ſhould do 
To gain his favour? I would lance this fleſh 
With many a wound, or lie whole nights in froſt, 


Dy | | 
|  IGNATIUS. 


O my child, he came not to impoſe _ 
Suff 'rings on you, but in your ſtead to ſuffer. 
He died ſome years ago in Paleſtine, 
n and purely for your ſins. 


SOLDIER. 


No, not for mine: for I was far away, 


And ne'er acquainted with him. 


IGNATIUS. 


But my child, 
He made you, and ſo knew your name and nature: 
And then, tho' God, He, with a parent's pity, 
Became a man to cleanſe you with his blood, 


SOLDIER. 
He helps me therefore, as at firſt he made me ? 
1 IGNATIUS. 


"Tis 1 true, my child, and you were then but duſt, 
And could do nothing, 


FR „nn 


SOLDIER. 


| I will ſink again 
Jo duſt: lie on this ground till he ſhall come 
And take me up. 


IGNATIUS. 

O Son of God moll high! 
Look down, this is thy day: Beglorify'd _ 
By healing this thy creature : Grant him peace, 
And perfect what thou haſt begun. 


SOLDIER. 
Good father, 
How do you find yourſely es when God is with you? 
I feel a gentle flame within my breaſt 
That ſeems to alter every nerve about me. 
I'm lightfome now: and my whole ſoul's directed 
Up to thoſe heav'ns, as if I had ſome friend 
Reſiding there that never would forſake me. 
7 | IGNA'TIUS. 

And ſo thou haſt, my ſon; Chriſt now is thine, 
For ever thine, and all thy fins forgiv'n! -. 
Be a new man hencetorth, and one of us. 


| ALL 
All glory be to God and to the Lamb ? 
POLYCARP. 


Yea, praiſe to Him acceſſible and mild, 
Who keeps no ſtate with a returning child: 


| T Fulls proſtrate. 


"<p up wet 4 $9 4 ol 


[ Soldier riſing us 


IGNATIUS 75 


Of all his wealth, accel'rates the diſplay. 
Like the great ocean, when ſome dam gives way. 
Let never narrow hearts the haſte arraign 

Lak Of Jeſus to relieve a ſinner's pain: 
He knows what is in man, nor to his art 
Are chaos and creation far apart. 
There's but a word between ! Be that word giv'n, 
You ſinful ſoul ſhall be a ſaint of heav'n : 
And with his Maker pitch his tent more ſweet, 
More firm, with theſe dark clouds beneath his feet. 


But free ordaining him an heir to day | ? 


g up. DE. 
| END OI THE THIRD ACT, 


ACT IV. . .. SCENE I. 


SCENE The outer Chamber of POLYCARP's Houſe. 


AGATHOPUS, PHILO. 


AGATHOPUS. 
Tis hong approaches, when the meſſengers 


Of Aſia's churches, who have been already 
Once with Ignatius, promis'd to return. 


Bit 


_ IGNATIUS. 


PHIL O. 


They'll be here ſoon: we'll tarry to receive them. 


AGATHOPUS. 


I never ſaw a ſight more venerable, 


Or that gave higher thoughts of ſomething real 
In chriſtian faith and love, than when choice men, 


From diff rent congregations of this province, 
Met all at Smyrna but to ſee our martyr, 


PHILO. 
Some of them pleaſe me much. 
 AGATHOPUS. 


Yes, there's Onelimus, 
| Biſhop of Kohefus, all over love 
And tenderneſs to ſouls. _ 


PHILO. 


None ariles me more 


Than the Magneſian chief, Damas, I think, 
A biſhop in his youth. There's a fine ſoul 
Within that man. 


AGATHOPUS, 
Not to forget the grave 
"DEA of Tralles, wiſe and plain. | 
PHILO. | 
Our diff rent likings are not now ſo fierce. 
| AGATHOPUS. 


No, Philo, we are one! I lay me under 
Thy ſpirit, like the ground thou tread'ſt upon, 


And 


And 
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And would give up whate'er 1 have to purchaſe 
One feature of the ſoul I ſo misjudg'd. 


PHILO. 


Honeſt Agathopus, ſtill thou art fervent ! 
There is no cauſe for that. Thou haſt thy path, 
And that as much more excellent than mine 

As the bright ſun excels the ſickly moon. 

For all the ſtrong in faith, who ſnatch the prime 
Of goſpel grace, and it's meridian fires, 

Are thine; while I th' inglorious croud befriend, 
Who creep benighted in the rear of hope. 


 AGATHOPUS. 


Ay, Philo, you were always mild to ſinners. 
hardly ever ſaw one reconcil'd, 
But my heart blam'd the condemns ng terms. 
But *twas not ſo laſt night. Were I in glory, 
I could have pluck'd the crown from my. own head 
To put it on the ſoldier's. 

PHILO. 


| Thou waſt never 
Stain'd with foul crimes, Agathopus, but I 
Have been a deep offender, and can yern 
Over a loathſome lazar like myſelf. 
I never told thee how I was converted : 
Cilicia was my native land. My father, 
Too fond and eaſy, put it in my pow'r 
To pamper ev'ry taſte : he found his error : 
And ſcarce reproving me, he let me ſee 
He dy'd for grief. This was reproof indeed. 
To me who dearly lov'd him; and ne'er felt 
(That I muſt ſay) ev'n in the life of fin, 


78 IG NAT IU S. 


Harſh Gone; Much I thought of leaving life, 
But left the place where I had kill'd a parent. 
After ſome wand'ring, I, in anguiſh ſtill, 
Return'd to Tarſus. The good biſhop PIES 

Set forth the cleanſing virtue of Chriſt's blood; 
I went to hear him; for I was ſo dead 

To all this world, I now ne'er ſhunn'd reproach. 


Then firſt my Gul conceiv'd a glimm'ring hope; * 


I ſaw a greater Father had been grieved, 

But well for me! ſo great he could remit 

The complication of impieties. 

I was baptiz'd, choſe deacon, came to Antioch 
On buſineſs, where Ignatius aſk'd to keep me. 


AGATHOPUS. 


Whate'er thow waſt, O Philo, heretofore, 

I fee thee now a faint and born of God: 

Yea, ſince mine eyes are open, I diſcover 

Thy daily acts and ſpirit of thy life 

Have all the principles, tho' not the pomp 

Of high perfection and a light divine; 

And, like an expert ſwordſman, thou doſt more 
By ſlow, and ſmooth, and unſuſpeQed motions, 
Than I perhaps with all my brandiſhes. 


PH ILO. 


I think not ſo, my friend! *Tis men like you, 
That muſt ſupport chriſtianity. The reaſons 
Of that admitted once, require thenceforth 

A conſtant ardour, an exerted foul 

Still on the wing with ſome ecſtatic warmth, 
If e'er this fails, men of my turn, who now 
Make no unpleaſing diſcord to the goſpel, 
(For tis a diſcord) loſt in ſtronger numbers 


JM 


| Fraught with the images and rankeſt venom 


To ſee myſelf from ev'ry ſhape of good, 
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Of you, who ſtill bear up the genuine ſound: 


If cer I ſay, your brave and worthy voices 


Shall under ours ſubſide, we ſhall invent 
Some foreign harmony, and caſt off Chriſt's. 
But I would hear what work of Gag has paſt 


Upon thy foul, Agathopus. 
AGATHOPUS, 

I vas 
At Antioch how and ws by chriſtian rules; 
And ne'er defil'd with ſo much outward ſin, 
As with due emphaſis might ſhew the need 
[ had of Jeſus, and endear his blood. | 
Yet, by one comprehenſive glance, did God 
Teach me the truth of things. I had one morning 
Kneel'd down to pray'r, my moſt delightful taſk ; 
When all at once a croud of horrid thoughts, 


O! all the vices that e'er man committed, 
Broke in upon my ſoul. I was amaz'd 


Where I had built my reſt, immenſely back, 

As on ſome defart ifland thrown, where ſeem'd 

No hopes of ſuccour. But the Saviour came, 

And with his ſplendor brighten'd all the place. 
Redeem'd I was from real fin ; and felt 

Both thoſe quick terrors, and that great deliv'rance- 
In comfort as intenſe, which lie beneath 
A goſpel we ſo indolent enjoy. 


PHILO. 


eſt muſt you be, and always nigh to Chriſt, 
W hile you preſerv'd this light. 


AGA- 


oni 


AGATH OPUS. 


| All ſouls muſt do ſo. 
0 freſheſt mem' ry ſtill muſt hold before us 
The wonder and true joy of that firſt hour, 
When fear and fin, to hope and innocence, 
By clear, by firm, tho' ſudden ſteps were chang'd. 
So ſhall we ever praiſe the power of Chriſt, 
Which grants this leave and myſtic privilege 
To us, ſo rotten in ourſelves, to ſtand 
Free now from ev'ry ſpot of human tollies.. 8005 
There's ſome one coming in. 


PH ILO. | 
_ *Tis only Claudius. 
Poor ſoul! he hangs upon us, and can ſcarce 
Bear to be ſtation'd with his brutiſh fellows. 


Enter CLAUDIUS the 3 


CLAUDIUS. 


| My 3 brethren ! how ſhall I expreſs 

What our good Lord does for me! night and day 
I find him with me, and He ſhews me ſtill | 
Freſh wonders! What a thing is Jeſu's love! 
Soft is my heart as infant's fleſh ; yet able 

Like adamant or ſteel, to ſtand the ſhock 

Of death, and hell, and cut its way thro” all. 
There's ſomething in me, moment after moment, 
Spreading and riſing like a tree of life: 

I follow. it, and ſcarce feel the ground I tread on. 
I'm wholly Chriſt's! But how can I be his, 

O tell me, in a ſoldier's rough profe ſſion? 

| 1157 I kill men ? 
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PHIL O. 


You mean, muſt you not love them? 
Yet you re a member of this world, whoſe proceſs 
Involves e'en us in many things... .... But ſee, 
The deputies are coming. | 


CLAUDIUS. 
: Vun retire. 
| [ Exit Claudius, 
Euter ONESIMUS, POLYBIUS, DAMAS, 
with other Meſſengers of the Churches. 
ONE SIMUS. 


Again we come to wait on good Ignatius. 
is he at ne ? | 


PHILO. 
I'll go in and ſee. 

—— [Exit Phils, 

AGATHOPUS. 
Then he is talk'd of in your ſeveral countries; 

ONESIMUS. 

We all admire ſo bright a character. ; 

AGATHOPUS. 


What if, like us, you ever at his fide 
Had ſeen his life and conduct? 


 DAMAS. 


| You were nr 
We come from far, and don't repent the labour, | 


G But 


12 IGNATIUS. 


But once to taſte the graces of his ſpirit, 
AGATHOPUS. 


He was a man ſo pure in private life, 

So all-devoted to the things above, 

So mere a ſervant both of Chriſt and men : 

You'd ſay he acted without ſpark of nature, 

Save that each motion flow'd with caſe and beauty. 

Then ſuch a paſtor was he, ſo intent | 

To guard from errors and build up in Chriſt 

(In wiſdom, innocence, and unity) 16 
| 8 

7 


Each ſimple ſoul; ſo gentle too therein, 
No hear: but bleſt itſelf it had a father. 
How would he moan when any perſecution 
Threatn'd the flock ! and (which in him was great) 
Rejoice at its removal; tho' thereby I 
Debarr'd himſelf from all his wiſh on earth. 


He'd ſay, when fell Domitian's rage gave o'er, WI 
Now I ſhall never be a true diſciple, | Spr 
And die for Chriſt!” ge 7 hh 
1 05 
Glad would 1 how more of hin, Inte 
Pattern of biſhops! But lo, Philo comes. 

Re enter P HIL o. . 
de. enler P 0 
PHILO. I ho 

Ignatius, honor'd Elders, now attends you. _ 
| e 
Bler 


SCENE 
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SCENE II. 


SCENE opens to the inner Chamber. 


IGNATIUS and POLYCARP ZAR Enter to them ONE- 
SIMUS, POLYBIUS, DAMAS, &c...... PHILO and 
AGATHOPUS. 


ONESIMUS. 


We told you in the morning, bleſſed man, 
What ſorrow and what warmth your holy bonds 
Spread thro” the churches. They could do no leſs | 
Than ſend us to ſalute you ; and to knit 

By all th' advantage of this dread occaſion 

Our common love; and enter as we can 

Into the hope and might of Jeſus with you. 


IGNATIUS. 


To love me they did well: for much I want 
The kind aſſiſtance of each chriſtian ſoul. 
I hope all give it me. Pray for me, brethren! 


|  POLYBIUS. 
We do. 
DAMAS. 
May nothing, when the time ſhall come, 
Blemiſh thy combat ! | 
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' IGNATIUS. 


Ay, that prayer was right. 
For I have weakneſs ſtill, and ghoſtly foes 
Which fight egainſt me and my reſolution. 
Heav'n knows, I am a ſinner ! and deſerve 
To die more deaths than one on that account. 
What favour then, O Lord, that wretched fleſh 
Shall honour thee: while ſinking to its duſt ! 


ON ESIMUS. 


We wait upon you now, to know your will 

And orders to the churches : ſince to-morrow 
Lou ſail to Rome; and we, alas! return, 
Not worthy yet of chains, to our own flocks. 


_ IGNATIUS. 


See, I have writ ſome haſty letters for you 
To carry back. And give my humble thanks 


To every congregation. 
{Servant adders at the door. 
POLYCARP. 
= Who is there ? 


Leiters trom Antioch for you, Ignatius. | 
Ignatius reads letters. 


| r 


Dirce is dead, Agathopus! I find, 
One of the heathens paſſing in the tumult, 
When we went off, ſtruck her as 't were in ſport, 
And her glad ſoul took flight. The news that follows 
I can't conceal from you, my rev'rend brethren : 
All things at Antioch, by our Saviour's care, 


Are 


— ot 


OT, 


TS» 


Are 


IGNATIUS. 


Are quiet now again: ſo tell the churches. 


Were it not well if each would ſend ſome brother 


To greet my flock upon the mercy ſhewn them ? 


But ill, poor orphans, there's no biſhop choſe: 


Think of them Polycarp. 
POLVYCARP. 


Your care, as paſtor, | 


Shall Jews its due impreſſion on my breaſt. 

For that be eaſy. And ſince now are met | 

Such diſtant biſhops, preſbyters, and deacons, 

Well repreſenting th' univerſal church, 

Let me ſuggeſt employment for this ev'ning. 

IGNATIUS. | 

What is it ? | 
.  POLYCARP. 

Lou, Ignatius, as our Lord 


Win give you light, ſhall hint ſome gen 'ral cautions ' 


Tending to keep the church thro' ev'ry age 
From ſuch corruptions as may hurt the plan, 
Or cloud the purity it yet retains. 


 IGNATIUS, 


With all my heart, Thou Friend of ſouls direct us“ 


And ever guide all thoſe on whom the charge, 
The ſacred charge of thy great myſtery _ 
{God in the fleſh, ſaving by precious faith 
Poor ſinners) ſhall devolve in future times! 
Long have I fear'd, there is a depth of Satan, 
Which from pretences fair, and warm purſuit 
Of real parts, but not the proper center 

Of truth and holineſs, will circumvent 
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The church at laſt. Strange the extremes would ſeem, 

To which this well pois'd ſoundneſs of our ſyſtem Fi 
By partial aggravations may be wrought : | 8 A 
But worſe, if poſſible, and more deplor'd ; A 
That infidel indifference which ſucceeds them, 1 0 
For when ſo oft bewilder'd and deceiv'd, R 


A general faſtidious indolence Fe 
Fixes the mind, 'tis hard to move it more. A 
I calculate the fates of chriſtian faith | V. 
By diſpoſitions in the make of men. 1 
Three ſorts I have obſerv'd. For ſome there are D. 
Severe and ſolemn, like the Phariſees, Ar 
Allur'd by pomp and form. Some are again | Tl 
Of fine and tender mold, and urge the path Fo 
Like Eſfenes,* of a rapturous devotion: | O1 
And laſtly, ſome (well turn'd for human life, - Po 
But the moſt fatal, when their day ſhall come, Fo 
To our religion) fit like Sadducees, | | Ar 
Cool moderators of their brethren's fires; | Or 
Their mark and inſpiration common ſenſe. | Na 
The firſt and laſt of theſe, as with the Jews, Th 
May, in their turn, command the public ſtream. Th 
The third have ſome eruptions more retir'd. W 
ONESIM US. ; So 
Be pleaſ'd to ſhew by what unhappy ſteps Th 
Each of thele ſpirits may deface the goſpel. 3 As 
„ 64.8 © 
| | | Of 
* Theſe were three chief ſects of the Jews: the Phariſees, Sadducees, Ot 
and Eſſenes. Of the two firſt frequent mention is made in the goſpels. | 
The lait made leſs noiſe, and ſeemed at the time of our Lord's walking Th 
on earth nbt to be ſo numerous, though they increaſed conſiderably af- Bot 


terwards. They maintained the reſurrection of the body againſt the 
Sadducees they were very devout and abſtemious, but avoided the of- 

tentation of the Phariſees; they did not ſwear, they excommunicated I ] 
thoſe who did not walk orderly, and they were much given to faſting 9 
and contemplation. | | 8 
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| IGNATIUS. 
Firſt let me mention what 1s the great center 


And heart of it: which while it moves within, 


And attuates, whatever outward frame 

Of man's ideas, ſtil] there is one life, 

Rich lite wide ranging thro' varieties. 

For have not we, ev'n now, thoſe ſev'ral taſtes 
Amongſt us? Yet hereby all ſanctified. 

Your conſcious ſouls prevent me while I point 
The anchor of your calling. Tis a faith 
Depending only on the blood of Chriſt, 

And nothing of our own from firſt to laſt. 
This keeps us now in great ſimplicity ; 

For happy here, we lay no eager weight | 
On other things, but uſe them in their place. 
Poſterity, I fear, will fail here ſoon. 

For thus, in nakedneſs of faith to hang, 

Amidſt whate'er we do, or know, or have, 
On foreign aid and merit; nor permit 
Nature to ſay, ſhe's owner of one thing: _ 
This is an edge ſo fine, twill turn and warp; 
The more, becauſe a raw and novice world 
Will not be tender of it; having ſtill 

So many other plauſible reſorts, 

That court the fancy, and are chriſtian too: 
As influx of the Spirit, ceremonies, 

And morals (to who liſt to ſee no more) 


Of chriſtian law. Each ſev'ral taſte now laps'd, - 


Ot courſe purſues, adorns ſome one of theſe, 
The ſoft, contemplative, and Eſſene genius 


Both makes the nobleſt choice, and does leaſt harm, 


I DAMAS. 
I long to hear you paint the cauſe of that. 


IGNAs 


IGN ATIUS. 


What ghoſtly energy and myſtic life 
Do we now feel within! We have this jewel; 
Yet on its radiance do not chuſe to gaze 
Directly, but with humble hand hold faſt 
The caſket where it lies, Faith in Chriſt's blood. 
But as the knowledge of that tenure fails, 
Each warm devotioniſt will ſtrive to fix 

The now departing Shekinah by nice 
Tho' impotent deſcriptions ; will reduce 
All to a ſcience, and to each attainment 

Preſcribe a way of art and falſe ambition. 

See you how this may be? | | 

DAMS. 
I ſee too plain 

The Spirit's ſelf on yoo may be made 
T' encroach. 


IGNATIUS. 


But this is light to what enſues. 


We highly value now our ſolemn rites, 
Symbols of love, and our Lord's protection: 
And much we preſs obedience to the paſtor, 
But O, what I foreſee may flow from this 
In adark age; when int'reſt on one hand, 
And on the other childiſhneſs of thought 
And Pagan gloom, for ſuperſtition ripe, 
Will by our uſe confirm that iron yoke! 
The clergy will be lords, and endleſs forms 
Hide from the church her Saviour's face. 
POLYBIUS. 
5 | Alas, 
That ordinances in his name begun 
Should ceaſe to preach Him only to poor ſouls ! 


IGNA- 


IGNATIUS 


IGNATIUS. 


The worſt is yet to come, When chriſtirn faith 


Has worn all weakneſſes of th' human ſpirit, 
And been derided thro' them, 't will be deem'd 
Expedient to appoint a jealous guardian, 

The fire and wild luxuriance to correct 


Of this ſtrange principle. Low, and more low, 
By treach'rous praiſe of it's own moral precepts, 


Shall it be brought in all it will perſuade 

Of work from its diviner plan and power, 
Beyond the meaſures of mere human life. 
Till by degrees bold reſaon recommends 

Her own unmingled ſyſtem, nature's light, 

And will not ſuffer on that ſcheme to hang 
(Tho' long but tolerated like the laws 

Of conquer'd countries) the bare name of Jeſus, 


As he had died in vain, with great applauſe 


The world rolls back to what it was before. 
ONESIMUS. 


O Adam! Adam ! We no more blame thee: 
We too have taſted Paradiſe, and fell, 
Look'd over Jeſus to know good and evil. 


IGNATIUS. 


I ſee, my brethren, the laſt ſcene I've drawn 


Too much affetts you; it drinks up your ſpirits : 


What ſhall I ſay? 'twon't be till diſtant ages. 
 ONESIMUS. 
Our love extends to all: that's no relief. 


IGNATIUS. 
Why then I have (if I muſt bring it forth) 


What 
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What will, I'm ſure, the preſent grief expel, 
Tho' not as I would wiſh. Look nearer home: 
Are Smyrna, Epheſus, Magneſia dear t' you? 

ONESIMUS. 
Dearer than life. | 


_IGNATIUS. 


f Then long before this Han 
Shall ard the earth, all theſe your churches 
Stall loſe their chriſtian glory, ſcarce retain 

Savour of Chriſt, or ſymbol of their hope, 

Ravag'd aud trodden down by infidels. 


POLYBIUS.. 


Nay then we're ſilent! Judgments are to come, 
And foul apoſtaſies. Let us make haſte 

To die, my brethren, leſt the goſpel lamp 

' Go out before us. 


DAMAS. 


| No, recall that word, 
| Howe 'er diſtreſs or error may detorm 
The bone of Chriſt, his love will ever laſt. 


An 1. en thule ftorms are o'er, and man's each paſſion 


Hach wad its day, its Iwing and penitence 

In ly things; then pureſt light again, 

Ilie ſweet recover'd iniancy oi taith, 

Shall blels the earth, and introduce that kingdom, 
Where Chrilt the King of Peace ſhall ſtand conteſt, 
Admir'd in all his ſaints and all his works. 


POLYCARP. 


This is the ſum, my brethren! CHRIST IS ALL: 
If e er we lean to other things we fall. 


Spirit 
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Spirit, and rites, and reaſon too are good, 

If planted and if glorying in His blood. 

Faith is ſo ſimple, whence all good doth ſpring, 
Mankind can't think 1t 1s ſo great a thing : 

Still o'er this pearl ſteps their ambitious pride 
Purſuing gladly any form beſide. | 

Yet, O good Saviour ! narrow as it 1s, | 
And delicate, and prone for man to mils, | | 
Ne'er be the way ſhut up to this our bliſs ! 

No, everlaſting be thy goſpel, Lord, 

And thro' all time its ſaving power ador'd! 


END OF THE FOURTH ACT. 


ACT V.....SCENE I. 


SCENE Rome, juſt without the City.... The City Walls and 
Cate lying before, and ſome old Ruins on one Hand. 


Two PHILOSOPHERS. 


Firſt PHIL .OSOPHER. 
You ſeem to like this place, as if one e flep 


Was precious from the follies of the town: 
But you look muſing. Pray what was the object? 


Second 
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Second PHILOSOPHER. 


Why truly, the poor chriſtians. For it ſeems 
This day, this Thirteenth of the Spectacles, 
Some noted prieſt of theirs, a priſoner brought 


In the laſt ſhip, ſhall be expos'd to beaſts, 
Firſt PHILOSOPHER. 
And are thoſe filly wretches worth a thought ? 
Second PHILOSOPHER. 


Perhaps worth ſev'ral, brother. For you know 
We who ſeek truth muſt not be prejudic'd. 


Firſt PHILOSOPHER. 


1 don't myſelf believe the monſtrous lovies 
Reported of them ; but I think them perſons 
Soft and e to each new whim, 
And not much us'd to reas'ning. 


Second PHILOSOPHER. 
Be it ſo. 


But whence then comes their conſtancy in ſuff ring, 
Their more than Roman fortitude of ſpirit ? 


Fitſt PHILOSOPHER 

From great enthuſiaſtic warmth, 

Second PHILOSOPHER. 

Well faid 

And will enthuſiaſm then (with all 
The decencies of htc and civil duty 
Preſerv d) make men ſo gen'rons and heroic ? 
For whether they be reaſoners or no, . 
I'll give a reaſon why their ſect ſhould ſtand. 
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Firſt PHILOSOPHER. 


One would not call in madneſs to ſupport 
E'en virtue's ſelf! Enthuſiaſm 's no leſs. 


Second PHILOSOPHER. 


Here we recur to the firſt doubt: which was, 
Whether for thoſe particular opinions, ; 
Which thus inſpire and heat them, they can ſhew 
Rational grounds? If ſo, it is not madneſs. 
Man's ſcrutiny abſolves them, if their lines 
And gen'ral motives, which ſuſtain all round 
Their faith and conduct, be but rightly drawn: 
Whate'er within this circle lies of bold, 
Or fervent, or ecſtatic, 1s refer'd 
To impulſe of the deity they worſhip. 
But 'tis a quality in the whole nature, 
And ſep'rate from the tenet of enthuſiaſms, 
Yet I conſider. 5 

Firſt PHILOSOPHER. 

| What is that ? 


Second PHILOSOPHER. 
Tis joy, 

The ſpring of hearty, ſtrong, and graceful actions, 
What makes all worth, all elegance of wit, 
Yea all benevolence, but this one feeling, 
Or from good blood, from ſenſe or ornament, 
Or caſual good humour? Hence in vain 
Do we philoſophers erect ſuch minds, 
\Viiich can admit none of theſe genial charms : 
They ſink again. For we infuſe but reaſon : 
Not glowing health, nor fibres turn'd to honour; 


Nor 
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Nor, like the chriſtian prieſts, can we convey e 17. 
A foreign joy more clevating „„ By 
Enthuſiaſm. 1 Be 
| Firſt PHILOSOPHER. 

| What you ſay is juſt : but ſtill Yc 

I'd not work up a rapture like thoſe prieſts, | Ar 
By doctrines ſo irrational and weak. Ot 
The joy's not bad, engine indeed of virtue, 5 | Up 
Had it a good foundation. To 

- | Second PHILOSOPHER. he 

S Stop and think! An 

Is it the movement, which perhaps alone. Fir 

Can raiſe a lively and ingenuous flow _ | Ma 


Ol virtue, the free bloſſom of ſuch minds 
As are already happy; and hath God 


Left no room, think you, or foundation for it? 5 [ th 
Firſt PHILOSOPHER. 5 

Ves, you have ſhewn 'tis wove with our complexion. Fro 
Second PHILOSOPHER ff Mo 

That's not enough; if we ſuch virtue mean, £ t 
(As ſure we do who hold the ſoul immortal) fr. 
As looks beyond the uſe and preſent luſtre _ | At 


Of human life; and hath its great affair 

With the Divinity, his grace or frown, 
Here by analogy the rule's the ſame; 

Joy precedes virtue: but it muſt be joy _ 
Upon this ſtate, and in this line of things : | 

The vot'ry muſt behold his God propitious, | 
Himſelf admitted as an humble friend: Yet 
Eaſy of heart, and confident henceforth; g Fro 

ns i Then 5 


jen 


From what benign effects J ſaid would follow 


ene 


Þ hee will he riſe to the great charatter, 


By excellence of ſoul, that ne'er appear'd 


Before this Entheon's interview with heav'n. 
Firſt PHILOSOPHER. 


You've got into the center of their firſt 

And moſt obnox1ous dottrine {for the other 

Of ſome good ſpirit or divine afflatus 

Upon the mind may fairly be allow'd.) 

To every proſelyte at firſt admiſſion | 

Full innocence they lend: whate'er his crimes _ 
Before have been, he's white, and free, and juſt, 
And equall'd with the veterans of virtue, 

Firſt wears the laurel, then begins the fight. 
Make this conſiſtent, and PII aſk no more. 


| Second PHILOSOPH ER. 


I think I can. Fot let us now ſuppoſe, 

He that rejoices, is by force of that 

Diſpos'd for good; and he, who by ſome glance 
From the mild deity, triumphs in his love, | 
Moves then to higher good; diſplays at once, 


However abjett or perverſe before, 


Relenting gratitude and holy worth : 
It ſo, one may with virtue be endow'd 
At once. 


Firſt PHILOSOPHER. 
| But this 1s rarely ſeen, 
"Sod PHILOSOPHER. 


Tis true, 
Yet the objettion Slew not drive me back 


On 


— — 
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On joy divine: but urge me to enquire 
Why this kind glance is not beſtow d on all? 


Firſt PHILOSOPHER. 


That I can tell. Becauſe mankind are under 
The power of vice. | 


Second PHILOSOPHER. | 


That cannot be; for this 
Is what deſtroys that power which never melts 
But at this fire. £4 


Firſt PHILOSOPHER. 
Vet may not ranker vice, 


Foul with its brutilh habits, be in nature | 
A bar to th' operation? 


Socond PHILOSOPHER. 


Not at all. 
This joy, if given, does there the very ſame 


As in clear minds, it meets th' ingenuous 2 | 


Of our great ſoul conceal'd beneath the rubbiſh. 
Firſt PHILOSOPHER. 

But tis not given, yourſelf then tell us why. 
Second. PHILOSOPHER. 


_ God is a governor; and acts indeed 

By rules political, and not as we 

Would trace hun ſtill with geometric ſcale, 
By mere connex1ons and capacities 

In phylical exiſtence. Hence pure guilt, 
Debt, and affront, and breach of covenant, 
Ideas ſtrange to us! tie up the hand | 


| That 
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IGNATIUS. 


That might, if ſimple nature were conſider d, 


At any moment work all virtues in us. 


Firſt PHILOSOPHER. 


If guilt's the obſtacle, then its removal 

May well be ſudden, and all good flow in. 
The chriſtians do indeed employ their care 
On guilt itſelf ; ſo taught by old tradition 
Deſcending from the Jews. And now methinks 
I can ſee farther in their ſcheme. If God 
Acts as you repreſent him, and with-holds 
His chearing preſence from the human mind 
On motives politic; then on the like 

He may reſtore it. Guilt's political; 

Deriv'd external merit is no more. 

Yet this I thought ridiculous indeed, 

That they account themſelves belov'd of * 


For what n did. 


Second PHILOSOPHER. 
| . *Twas, I ſuppoſe, 
Their Founder, 8 
Fir FLOOR. : 
Yes. 
| | Second PHILOSOPHER. 
Why this is (as you ſay) 


Gooth in the uſe and equity of ſtate, 


That to a corporation from its head 

Merit ſhould paſs, and dignity dilated 

Cloath every branch with honours of the root. 
And truly, I've long look'd on this expedient, 
As the molt fit and delicately ſuited 
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To give at once both room for God to bleſs 
Nor yet make man or petulent or proud. 
The late dark ſky and images of guilt 
Keep their reality : but only ſerve 
T' illuſtrate preſent ſafety; as we ſee 
The broken weapons, hideous to behold, 
Brighten and triumph o'er ſome barbarous land. 
Man now is happy; but 'tis plain by whom! 
Not by himſelf; the Patron ſtands before 
To face the Godhead, and obtain its gifts: 
He at a diſtance terminates his care : 
And glad tho' feeble ſervice pays this F Nen. | "4 
His own, his ſofter and compendious God. 
What a ſweet paſſion to this Benefactor; 
What plain infantile gaiety of heart, 
And yet what outward greatneſs of deportment : 
In ſhort, what a new ſet of ſentiments 
Would burſt from the receſſes of the ſoul, 


| Which ſhould believe itſelf divine and happy, of | 
Through the whole length of ages, and all this | 35 f 
By the mere love and wonderful atchevement 75 in b 
Ok One who left ſuch n rats once, and ſtill affords 18 
His virtual preſence to his friends! ä | | Thus 
All this I do, I muſt imagine... tho | And 
I Il ipeak no more, leſt you ſhould think me chriſtian. Nome 
Firſt PHILOSOPHER. I too 

Whoe'er thinks me not much their enemy . In Je 


Hencetorward, th all not put me to the bluſh, 
As tor their meetings and their private rules, 


ThevTe a fociety, end fo 2775 have them. We 
E C 
Seco PHILOSOPHER. 
2 e414 11 A — r 1 — | Not t. 
Eeougb Her comes the martyr, we'll retire. 


Fir 


Fr 
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Firſt PHILOSOPHER. 


We are not worthy now, good man, to ſtay 
And join thy train; another time we may. | | 
: [ Exeunt, 


SCENE II. 


Enter I6N ATI US guarded by Soldiers: : ſeveral Roman Chriſe 


ans accompany him... AG ATHOPUS and PHILO follow a 
ing after. | | 2 


IGNATIUS, ROMAN CHRISTIANS, Kc. 


1GNATIUS. 


TwWas very kind, my brethren, that you came 
So far to meet us. Had I been permitted, 

In honour of the ſteps of holy Paul, 

I from Puteoli on foot had travell'd. 

Thus far 'tis well! This is imperial Rome; 

And I a biſhop from the diſtant Eaſt, L 

Now ſee the countries of the ſetting ſun: 

I too am come to ſet! but riſe again | 


In Jeſus Chriſt. 


ROMAN CHRISTIAN S. 


Are you reſolv'd to die? 
We 69 perhaps induce the people yet 
Not to require you for their ſavage ſports. 


n 10M 


100 1GNATIUS. 
IGNATIUS. 
O don't attempt it! Ne'er ſhall I again 


Have ſuch a gale to waft me to my God. 
Were I like Paul and Peter, a freed man 


In Chriſt, and perfect, to make no ſuch motion, 


I would command you. I am yet a ſlave: 
But do intreat you not to hinder me. 
For by this death I ſhall obtain my freedom, 


ROMAN CHRISTIANS. 
Are there no motives to perſuade your life 7- 
_ IGNATIUS. 


No, I have nothing more to do on earth. 
My loves and my deſires are crucify'd; 
There's not a ſpark of fire or warmth within me 
To things below : but that ſame living water 
Promis'd by Jeſus hath extinguiſh'd all. 
It ſprings to life eternal in my heart, 
And calls me onward only to the Father. - 
Tedious to me is corruptible food, 
And ev'ry joy of life. The bread of God 
I hunger tor, the fleſh of Jeſus Chriſt : 
His blood I'd drink; that is, J would be made 
Immortal with him in the ſtate of love. | 
I do not wiſh to be one moment longer 
This man, this dark and miſerable being: 
And tho' I'm yet alive (you ſee I am 

Becauſe I ſpeak) my heart is all on death. 


ROMAN CHRISTIANS. 
But *tis a cruel death that they intend you. 


IGNA- 


L 


ET. _ mr”. 


N IGNATIUS. 5 
Let fire, and croſs, and troops of rav'nous beaſts, 
Let tearing, grinding of this total frame, 
Let every art of pain the devil owns, 


Come on me, ſo I but enjoy my Jeſus. 
Jam God's wheat, the lion's jaw muſt bruiſe it. 


So ſhall I make clean bread fit to preſent 
In God's high ſanctuary. | 
ROMAN CHRISTIAN 8. | 
But can't you; 
O rev'rend father, be a friend of Chriſt; 
And yet continue here ? 
IGNATIUS. 


O no, I cannot, 


I can't be true to the great myſtery, | 


The life of faith, while in the world I'm ſeen; 
Nothing that can be ſeen is fully right : | 

And only then I am a good diſciple, 

When e'en my body (tho? but in the paunch 

Of a brute beaſt, and by a change of forms) 

Is yet withdrawn from this bad world's inſpection. 


There has one object been diſclos'd on earth 


That might commend the place; but now tis gone : 


Jeſus is with the Father, and demands 

His members to be there. Him do I ſeek 
Who died, who roſe for us. In gaining him, 
I ſhall be rich enough. Pardon me, brethren ! 
You muſt not ſtand between me and my life, 


Nor weigh me down when I aſcend to God. 


No, let me now paſs upwards to partake 
Vaſulied light, and be what he would have me; | 
H 3 „ 
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No, let me now the paſſion imitate - 
Of Chriſt my God. Do any of you feel | 
Him in your heart? Then you can ſympathize, _ C 
You know my ſtraits, what ſacred ties I'm under. 


S, 
| ROMAN CHRISTIANS. 
| We'll not reſiſt you more: God's will be done. 
IC NATIUS. 
Pray tell me, keepers, There on our left hand, . 
That moſſy ent of a wall, what is it? | 5 
SIDE R ͤ (N _ 
*Tis an old burying- = now laid aſide, | Ne 
IGNATIUS. 
Laid aſide, ſaid you? So ſhall all this world _ 
Be ſoon. Good ſoldiers, let me lean againſt it Or 
One moment. Brethren, ſhan't we pray together? Th 
3 | Ignatius kneeling by the old wall, 
16GNATIUS. 
Thanks to o thy have, almighty Son of God, | For 
Which, o'er the ſteps of all my life extending; An 
Gave me to know thy name and ſaving might: No 
And now to taſte the bliſs of dying for thee, | IW. 
Grant to the churches reſt and mutual love, For 
And holy gifts, and lively confidence | | Son 
In thee. d on the bleſſed end of all things. We 
{The brethren whiſper and ſtand up, Wi 
| What is 13 my friends p | | | 
ROMAN CHRISTIANS. | | Bri 
The ſports are juſt concluding, = To 


And you in haſte are ſent for. 


IGN4- 


ill | 


IA. 
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IGNATIUS, 
LI am ready. 


Come ſoldiers, come Agathopus and Philo! you, 
Some of you, friends, keep praying in this place. 


Exeunt Ignatius, Soldiers, Philo and Agathopus, to the 
Amputheatre. Manent ſome Roman n, 


Firſt ROMAN CHRISTIAN. 


Who can help praying now? My very ſoul 
Is on the ſtretch, and buſy with her God. 
About ſome big requeſt I cannot utter, 

Nor comprehend. 


Second ROMAN CHRISTIAN. 
The time of great affliction, 


Or great ſuſpenſe is ſacred, and excceds 


The common bounds of thinking. 
Firſi ROMAN CHRISTIAN. 


| And of power; 
For ſure, till now, I never felt ſuch Repagth. 
And energy of ſpirit ; fleſh and the world 
No more retard me, than if not in being. 
I would do ſomething ! Would do any thing ! 
For ſome eternal nerves are wak'd within me, 
Some ſtrange alacrity, which, if it laſted, _ 
Would be the body's death, 1 ſhake it off 
Without or puny ſickneſs or a groan. 


: Second ROMAN CHRISTIAN. 


But ſtop, my brother, let us now be faithful 
To the good martyr's 1 and pray for him. 


Finſt 


104 ICGNATIUS. 
Firſt ROMAN CHRIST IAN. 
I pray too much for words. I pray for all things, 
All time, and all eternity at once. 
What would you more? 
| Second ROMAN CHRISTIAN. 


Only to recollect 


And ſtand in awful filence here awhile 
Before our heav'nly Maſter, doing no more 
But this, to have Ignatius on our heart. 


Firſt ROMAN CHRISTIAN. 


Content. 
Third and Fourth ROMAN CHRISTIAN S. 


O Lord, be preſent with thy ſervants ? 


[They pray ſome time ſilently, 


Second ROMAN CHRISTIAN. 


Now I am forc'd myſelf to break the ſilence. 
Did you perceive that breath of purer air 
Which ſpread a ſweet ſimplicity and calm 
Over our ſoul ? Indeed the Lord is with us! 
J fancy this mild ſignal ſhew'd the moment- 
When great Ignatius mounted to the ſkies. 
'Tis ſo; for ſee, the deacon comes to tell us. 


Enter P #44 0. 


PHILO. 


| Chriſtians, rejoice! Your brother is at reſt, 
Safe in the arms of Chriſt, above the toils 
And hazards of an oy pilgrimage. 


He {i C 
A wo: 


1GNATIUS, 305 
ROMAN CHRISTIANS. 


The 1 manner of his martyrdom we long 
To hear. 


PHILO. 


"Pwr quickly o'er. N hungry lions 5 
Kept for him were let looſe with a loud ſhout, 
And mingled horror of ſome ſofter hearts 
Thro' the whole amphitheatre. He firſt 
Look'd up to heav'n, and then let gently fall 
His eyes to earth, as one whoſe ſuit was heard, 
Nor needed that he ſhould ſolicit more. 
And ſo it was e'en to a circumſtance. 
He always wiſh'd there might, if poſſible, 
Be no remains of his, which we ſurvivors 
Might ſtoop to gather, or regard as martyrs. 
And very few are left (Agathopus 
And Claudius glean what is) he has his grave 
Compleatly in the beaſts, the place which he 
With ſuch partic'lar pleaſure deſtin'd for it : 
I ſaw this pleaſure in his looks; and 'twas 
The laſt I ſaw of him: for while he ſtood | 
As one that would have ſtrok'd the griſly brutes, 
They ſeiz d upon him, and devour'd him up. 


Enter AGATHOPUS and CLAUDIUS. 


ROMAN CHRISTIANS. 
And did he leave us then no dying words ? | | 
„ 3 | 


He ſcarce had time to ſpeak, yet ſaid ſomething, 
A word or two, but I could not hear what. 


AGA- 


uon p 


 AGATHOPUS. 


I'll tell you, brethren, what Ignatius ſaid: _ 
What his death preaches to you.... Let your life 
Be hid with Chriſt. Choak not by worldly care, 
Or earthly joy, that emanation fair 

Of Chriſt's own mind, the new implanted ſeed 
Of Chriſtian holineſs : but ever feed | 

And more expand it by the works of love, 

And foll' wing your good inſtintts from above. 
For not in vain, or with ſome low deſign : 
Were you engrafted into Chriſt your vine: 

But you with him, in whom your whole truſt lies, 
Shall to divine inheritances riſe; | 
Stand with Ignatius on that better ſhore, 

As dear to Chriſt as he that went before! 


|  PHILO. 
Here we diſperſe. Agathopus and I 


Return to Antioch. Where are you, Claudius, 
Order d to be. N 


CLAUDIUS. 
At Rome. 
PHILO. © 


Then 3 you ſee 
The brethren you muſt join with. 


Roman Chriſtians giving him the hand, 
ROMAN CHRISTIAN 8. 


Take the pledge 
Of deareſt love and fellowſhip immortal, 
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CLAUDIUS. 


M,y firſt inſtruſtors, by whoſe friendly voice 
I loarnt to truſt in Jeſus! Muſt I part 
With you. Rh 
1 ACATH OPUS. 
5 Yes, Claudius, and 'tis no great thing. 

We with theſe friends mult part; both with Ignatius. 
They ere their thirſty ſouls had time to know | 
And knit with his; we after a ſtrict union 
Ol many years. With our exterior ſtate 
'Tis thus. But Chriſt within is ever ſure, 

The ſame in youth and age, at Rome or Antioch. 
One ſource of joy to each believing breaſt, 
Where we all drink, and live, and meet at laſt. a 


FINIS. 


